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51. PART I OF WEEKLY REPORT. 
List oF VERNACULAR NEwspPapERs, 
(Corrected up to the Ist January 1918.) 
ao. | Name of Publication. | Where published. Baition. Name, caste and age of Editor. Clronlation. 
87 = 2 
1 2 3 4 5 | 6 
88 BENeslt. , 
a 1% engaratne” ] Krishnagar ... | Weekly . = Kana Lal Das, Hindu, Karmokar; age 28 years 4. .. 1,500 
, os ak t „ „ Do. „ | Bihari Lal Sarkar, Kayasth. 56 years ; Hari Mohan Nu. 15,000 
“3 3 | ** Bangavasi — kherji, Brahmin, — 45 years : — ra Kumar Basu, 
5. a 
: ‘ . ~~ wt Do. we „ Rama Nath Mukheriji, v. E. M. 8., Brahmin, age 62 years; 43 
* . Bankura Darpan 3 « Viswaneth Mukbarj B.L., Brahmin, age ‘a years. . 
4 |‘ Barisal Hitaishi ] Barisal oe „Do. oe | Durga Mohan Sen, Hindu, Baldya, age 86 re. 600 
5 | Benga Jenani” | Rangpur (Bhotmari) ] Do. | Sasi Mohan Adhikari, Hindu, Baidya,age 40 years ~ 80⁰ 
6 | * Basumati’’ ee | Calcutta 1 Do. ..  . | Sashi Bhusan Mukherji; Hari Pada Adhikhari, age 41 years 19,000 
7 = Bharat Chitra - eee Calcutta eee eee Do. eee roe Pran Krishna Pyne eee eee eee eee eee eee 800 
8 | “ Birbhum Hitaishi” | Bolepur (Birbhum); Do. .. | Vibakar Banerji, Hindu, Brahmin age 48 years w. 325 
9 | ** Birbhum Varta”... | Suri (Do.) Do. „ | Debendra Nath Chakravarti, Brahmin, age 39 years an 900 
10 |* Birbhum Vasi” ... | Rampurhat { Do.) Do. «co | Ni] Ratan Mukherji, B.a., Brahmin, age 45 years. se 600 
11 | ** Biswadut ” „ | Howrah „  - Do. oo | Nagendra Nath Pal Chaudhuri; Hindu, Kayasthas age 87 1,006 
years. 3 
18 | * BurdwanSanjivani’] Burdwan .. «| Do oe + | ProbodhanandaSarkar, B. L., Kayastha,age 31 years ove 1,000 
5 Ohabbis P 8 ee ee * eee oe * owe 0 
1 Bhowanipore Do Hem Chandra Nag, Kayastha, age 39 years 500 to 700 
16 “ Charumibir’’ Mymensingh .. «w Do ws „ | Baikuntha Nath Sen, B. L., Kayastha,age 42 years 0 800 
11 * 9 Varata-] Chinsura  .. w. Do. „ „ | Dinanath Mukherji, Brahmin, age 47 years. „ „ 1,600 
vane | 
16 |“ Dainik Chandri ka Qalcutta .. , | Daily, except on | Hari Das Dutt, Bindu, Kayastha, age 42 years and Kshetra 2,00C 
Thursday. Nath Sen. 
17 © Dacea Gasette Daa on oo | Weekly we ow | Satya Bhusan Dutt Roy, Baidya, age 46 years oo — 600 
18 | “Dacca Prakas” . Do, ow oo | Do, oe + | Mukhunda Behari Chakravarti, Brahmin, age 41 years .. 780 
19 | ** Education Gazette“ Chinsura „ „ Do. „ co | Pandit Kuinud Deb Mukharjee, Brahmin, age 56 years. 1,500 
| 
6 | ‘‘FaridpurHitaishini”} Paridpur =... | Fortnightly .. | Raj Mohan Mazumdar, Hindu. Baidya, age about 76 years... 900 
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29 Jyoti“ om | Ohittagong we „ DOs oe oo» | Kali Sankar Ohakravati, Brahmin, age 40 year a fe 2,000 
0 | *Kalyani” .. ow, Magura „ 2 DO we ow | Bisweswar Mukberji, Brahmin, age 46 year oa 600 
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1 ; No. Name ol Pub'tention. Where published. | Edition. Name, caste and age of Editor. Circulation No. 
4 | 1 3 | l 5 5 N 2 
1 a n ‘ BsyGaLi—concld, . 
1 . | 31 | Kastpore Nibesi” . sarisal „ [Weekly | Pratep Chandra Mukherji; Brahmin age 68years ... __.,. „ 800 64 
1 1 | ; 82 [„ Kbuinavasi’”’ „ | Khuina im whi tee „ „Gopal Chandra Mukherji; Hindu, Brahmin, age 52 years 80 1 
I 
N 5 1 1 re it 5 66 
tt 7 1 . „ Manbhum”’ «- | Purulia oo «=o oe do. „ ew | Bagala Charan Ghosh ; Hindu, Kayastha; aged! vers About 500 
pea, „Midnspore Hitaishi”| Midaapore .. «| bo. ] Manmatha Nath Nag, Kayssthe,age 85 years =... 500 0 
1 : 8 „Medint Bandhab”| Ditto Do. ] Deb Das Karan; Windu, Sadgop;age 40 ver 15 és 
ö | 7 87 |" Moslem Bitatshi’’...| Caloutta =,» Do. —. Shaik Abdur Rahim and Mosummul Haque i. ww * 69 
ö i 4 ss „ Mubammadi ..| Ditto a a oe 2 oe SE oy ame Musalman, age 37 years, and About 1,490 70 
11 89 „ Murshidabad HI.] Said aba Do. „ Banwari Lal Goswami Hindu, Brahmin ; age 48 years £06 ™ 
taishi. : * 
72 
40 „ Nayakx Calcutta „„ ⅛˙à ae „ » | Panchkari Banerjee and BirendraChandraGhosh .. .. 2,809 
41 |* Navavanga’ ..| Chandpur .. „ Weekly .. . | Harendra Kisore Ray, Kayastha, age 25 years ... — 400 72 
43 [„ Noakhali Sammilani'] Noakhal .. , Do. „„ | Rajendra Lal Ghosh, Kayastha, age 26 years 290 74 
438 |‘*Nihar” «.. ] Contai „ „0. „„ „ | MadhuSndan Jana, Brahmo, age 44 years 509 761 
44 1 Pallivarta ” .. | Bongong oe ͤñ w‚ „„ | Charu Chandra Ray, Hindu, Kayastha;age4 years... 500 
5 716 
as [- Pallivasi” „Kana Peper eS + eee | Sasi Bhushan Banerji, age 48 years „ $00 
46 |“ Pabna Hitaishi” | Pabna % . > „ Basanta Kumar Vidyavinode, Bhattacharyya, Brahmin, 650 
age 36 years, 
47 | * Praja Bandhu” ... | Tippera o § o | Fortnightly... Babu Purna Chandra Chakravart. Kaivarta Brahmin, age 150 
years, 
48 | Prasun „ | Katwa „ Weekly wc oe | Banka Behari Ghose, Goala, age 42 years „ 6465 
% Pratikar” « | Berhampur . =» | Do, „ eee Kamakshys Prasad Ganguly, Brahmin, age 66 years — 505 
| 60 „ Purulia Darpan - Purulla „ a) ee eee „ | Amulya Ratan Chatterji, Brahmin, age 41 years oo owe About 708 
; 51 0 Ratnak ar 10 eee Asansol vee eee Do, eee eee coerce 200 
2 62 | Rangpur Durpan“ Rangpur (Bhotmari)] Do, «+ eo | Sarat Chandra Majumdar, Hindu Brabmin, ago 46 sears ... 400 
i 63 |“RangpurDikprakas”| Ditto ditto „ Do. „ | Joytish Chandra Majumdar, Hindu, Brahmin, age about 35 306 
years, 
64 | ‘‘Samay” .. Calcutta Do. oo | Jnanendra Nath Das, M. A., B. L., Brahmo, age 59 years _se... | 700 
55 „anja. ] Faridpur „ „Do. „ „ Rama Nath Ghosh, Kayastha, age about 4 years .- 500 
| 86 | **Sanjivani’’... | Calcutta .. «| Do. oo om» | Sibnath Sastri, M.a.; Ramananda Chetterji, M. A., Editor, 00 
„ ** Modern Review,’ etc.; K. K. Mitter. 
4 U % : | a 
a 67 | * Bansodbint - | Chittagong .. „ | Do. coo ++ | Kashi Chandra Das Gupta, Brahmo, age60 years .. = -. 
68 | “Subrid .. «| Perojpur 4. | Fortnightly . Ram Chandra Pal, Kaytsta „„ * 
t9 | “* Sabarnahanik’ ... | Calentta we o. | Weekly .. .. | Kiron Gopal Singha, Subarnabanik, age 20 years „ 1,000 
Le eo ort br! Vishnu Priya-| Ditto «| bo. . Rasik Mohan Chakravarti, Brahmin, age 41 years, and n 
61 | “*Siksha Samachar”) Dacca „ oo | Abinas Chandra Gupta, M. A., B. L., Baid ya, age 86 years 1,5 9 
oy | ‘Suraj = ebe „ boo. = | Kisori Moban Roy, Hindu, Kayastha, age 38 years =. = 8 
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Hixpi— 
0 e e ml ek 600 
90 69 | * Birbharat 4 Lo. * „ „ | Pandit Ramanand Dubay, Hindu, Brahmin, age 80 years ... 500 
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tra 99 
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99 | 
Un bo 
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I.—Fonexon Porr. 
3 Tan Daily, Urdu Hablul tis (Caloutts) of the 7th July, remarks that the ba- Egg 


alation, | wrath of God has soon ‘descended u um, un. 
Will Turkey avenge herself? Bulgaria for her oold - blo massacre of T'ur 
| cats and widow- .. nds 
om „It is of —— — the Powers of Europe will not allow the Allies’ to 
ii continue the war very long. 3 : | . 
It also says that Turkey will do well to keep quiet and neutral as it will 
1 85 not be advantageous for her to renew hostilities. 


II.—Honn Abumterkirfio !! 
(a)— P olios. 


2. The Hab Matin [ Caloutta] of the 15th July says that Bengal will be Azur arm, 
1 0 18. Prom . atefal to the Inspector-General QQ 
z quent Police, Bengal, for his circular on the difference 
between swadeshisw-and sedition. There is another great thing ‘which he can 
do for winning the hearts of the Bengalis, and that is to provide for severe 
punishment for those who concoct ewadeshi cases from motives. 
3. The Barisal Hitatshi C Barisal) of the 7th July refers to the borripi- saan: arin, 
lating accusation” that on the 24th June last, an u. 1. 
Attempt to. outrage # woman attempt was made to Lr the modesty of a 
e Bengali Christian lady hy a European Travelling 
Inspector on board the express Steamer Miri of the Khulna-Barisal service. 
It appears that Mr. Kenyon, the Inspector, invited Mrs. Gupta, a second class 
passenger on board the steamer, to occupy a let class oabi 


u instead of the 
2nd class, Where she would be ‘leas comfortable. She agreed, and at night 
heard loud thumpings on her door and also saw a white hand being forced in 
through: the shutters. She raised an alarm and when, on the next day 
Mr. Kenyon was called on to.explian, he instantly resigned his ‘post and 
returned to Caleutta, If the facts are true, the police should take cognisanve 
of the matter and punish Kenyon adequately Aas 
4. The Al-Hilal Oaloutta] of the 9th July laments over the partial destruo- nnd 
tion of the Cawnpore musjid (vide Report on the z om, ins, 
Native Newspaper in Bengal for week ending the 
12th July 1913, paragraph 6). It strongly condemns'the Moslem ‘leaders 
and charges them with 8 and hurls on their heads terrible curses. The 
writer thus gives vent to his feelings: Have we been left alive to hear such 
news!. Is it true that India is no longer the realm of p for us? Has the 
demolition. of mosques‘ and tombs been started? Will bayonets be now 
necessary for the siege of mosques? Will armies be mobilised for preventing 
the worshippers of Elahi from protecting their mosques? Will N be 
guarded so that portions of musjids may be aas, and will the walls of 
these Ke. where the name of the Lord resounded five times during the day, 
be reduced to powder by the force of arms and axes? Is there nobody on the 
face of the earth to maintain the honour of the places of worship unalloyed ? 
Have the mosques of Islam become friendless ? 
1 5. Apropos of the same incident, the Moslem sousx Hine, 
Hitaishi (Calcutta) of the 11th July writes: duly 11th, 1918, 
The road might easily have been diverted to some extent, It is an unjust 
act which has deeply wounded the susceptibilities of pious and loyal Moslems, 
6. The Dainik Onandrika | Calcutta) of the 12th July appeals to Lord 9m osssnntes 
N Curmicheel to see why, without adequate justiſioa -D 10% 1b, s. 
pressen witha Both Jetre tion, the Subdivisional Officer of Serampore pro- 
. vented this year the Rath Jatra ‘processsion of 
Goruti from starting (see paragraph 11 of the report on Native Papers in 


The Cawnpore musjid ease. 


duly 18th, 1018, 


daly 10th, 1018, 


taken from a contributed article which appears in the 
Aayak | Calcutta) of the 12th July :— 

The Rath Jatra procession at Bhadreswar was 
year by the Subdivisional Officer of Serampore on the ground 
that it would not be possible to make the police arraugements within 
the short time there was between the submission of the application for 8- 
sion and the day on which the festival was to take place. But one would not, 
8 be wrong if one were to see in this prohibition the hand of the 

hristian missionaries of Serampore, who often hurt Hindu * feelings 
by blaspheming their religion, whenever any religious festival place, and 
near whose residence the Subdivisional Officer lives. This year the organisers 
of the Rath Jatra ion sent in their application nearly twenty days before 
the day of the festival, but neither the Subdivisional Officer nor the District 
Magistrate would grant their 2 They have been told that if they apply 
for permission two months beforehand next year it will be granted, Thus, the 
feelings of the Hindus have again been most rudely wounded this year. 
Many well-known Bengali gentlemen have written to the organisers of the 
Rath Jaira expressing their sympathies for them, and among these gentlemen 
there are men like Mahamahopadhyaya Siv Chandra Sarvabhauma and Pandit 


Mrityunjay Smrititirtha, as well as some Members of the Legislative Council. 


A mem was sent to His Excellency the Governor, but, unfortunately, 
—— the matter has been referred to the General Department for enquiry, 
nothing has so far been done, although the Rath Jatra festival is now over. 
The whole thing is much like the old story of the Captain of the ship who 
prayed for a nail from a kind-hearted King wherewith to stop a | in his 
* The King ordered hiv Minister to attend to the matter, and the Minister 
in his turn delegated the task to a subordinate of his, and soon, The result 
was that when, after some months, the nail reached the place where the sh 

had been lying, it was found that the vessel had sunk with all on boa 


long ago. 
10. Asesh Kumar * wrling — — 2 gy 2 of the tm 
uly from Tilkur village in Hoo to oomplain 
The Chaukidert tax in Hooghly, 44,44 during the months he has nl in residence 
thore, no Chaukidar has ever visited that village, either by day or by night. 
Indeed, it is doubtful if there is any Chaukidar appointed for this duty at all, 
But in the meantime, the Oaukidari tax is boing — ected regularly. It is creat- 
ing more unrest in the country than anything else that Government do. The 
village is getting overgrown with {ingle and no steps are being taken to cut it 
down. Tigers are frequently killing cattle, It would be well if 4 or 6 
villages were grouped into unions, and each village had ite Panchuyet to attend 
to sanitary and other local wants, Thoy would be rural municipalities in 
miniature in fact, with power to arbitrate in civil dis utes, to control the 
OChaukidars, control the water-supply and do other useful local work. There 
would bo no objection to taxation, to long as it is seen to confer local benefits. 
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13. The Hindusthan (Calcutta) of the 12th July quotes a 
the rr the 
i Babu Akhil Chandra De, a Mukhtear 
of Chittagong, who saved the lives of three drowning men in the Karnafuli 
river in a squall, The writer recommends the man to Government for 
reward. 


(6) — Working of the Courts. 


14. The Faridpur Hitaishini [ oe a Hie hay uly says ses in 
; issuing circulars, the Hi urt never consults 
. pablie opinion, so that very often they prove 
sources of inconvenience, trouble and loss to pleaders and parties. There is a 
circular requiring Munsifs to give an explanation for every case belonging to 
certain classes which hes teed over for more than six months. The object of 
this circular is to prevent delay in hearing cases. But very often it becomes 
the cause of delay in hearing cases, for Munsif’s often refuseto take up cases 
which are not yet mature for explanation even if parties are present and press 
for their hearing, and strike off or give er parts decrees in long-standing cases 
even if parties to them pray for adjournment. The High Court once issued a 
circular asking why 4 numbers of revisions are allowed under sec- 
tion 108. Since then Munsifs began to reject prayers for revision in 
numbers. This was undue interference on the part of the High Court execu- 
tive with judicial work. The reason why revision is allowed in a case is 
stated in the Munsif’s judgment init. Again, there is a circular requiring 
Forms to be filed in Court along with applications. In Faridpur, this circular 
has been in force only since the time of its last District Judge. The Forms, 


however, began to fall short, so that people got them copied by hand or printed 
P 
A 


in private presses. This, again, has rohibited by a circular, to the great 
inconvenience of pleaders and i petition in this respect was sub- 


mitted by the local pleaders to the High Court through the District Judge, but 
it has been rejected. 


15. The Jasohar (Jessore) of the 5th July writes: 


ee ne ‘a The Chief Justice in the judgment in the 

witch atrika contempt case, said that it was a great mis- 

take to have instituted the case at all. Why should Government be made to 

pay for this mistake? Why should not the cost in this suit come out of the 
pockets of the man who made the mistake ? 

16, Various surmises have been made, writes the Fitavadi [ Calcutta] 


Ibid. of the 11th July, as to the official who is really 


responsible for the institution of the case against 
the Amrita Basar Patrika. But whover may be responsible for the matter, it 


is really strange that none of the law advisers of the Government had the sense. , 


to prevent such useless waste of public money, 


duly 12th, 1913, 


Fare 
Arran. 


July Sth, 1913, 


Jason, 
July 6th, 1913. 


Hiravapr, 
July llth, 1918 


Baseusti, 


jay 11th, 1913, 


Baweavasl, 
July 12tb, 1918. 


Ito Marry, 
June Sth, 1918. 


Damm OnANDRIEA, 
July 14th, 1918. 


BAuA. 
July 11th, 1918. 


oro, 


Basumati [Calcutta] of the 11th July writes tliat the defeat of 

gd ae ae 25 or 3 in the Pairita contempt case 

n. . ene cannot be explained ‘sway as naturel i in semi. 
politi dacoity cases, where succe prosecution depends on evidence 
adduoed from many different sources, In this case, everything» turned: on 
strictly. legal issues and if Government is defeated, the blame attaches to the 
Crown lawyers. The Chief Justice remarked that Mr: Advocate :General’s 
interpretation of the offending articles was utterly wrong. Government ought 
to be after this of selecting their Advocates-General from England, 
whence a ister, e is not likely to come out to India. 
18. The Bangavasi (Calcutta) of the 12th July refers to two cases which 

Two eases disposed of by Mr. have recently been tried by the Hon ble Mr. 
Justice Mels dũdd. Justice MeLeod of Bombay, in one of which an 
Indian Christian has been sentenced to imprisonment till the rising of the 
Court for having ki ed a twelve year old girl, and in the other a 
Mussalman has been awarded eighteen months’ rigorous imprisonment for a 


imilar offence. with regatd to a girl fourteen ears of age. The per fails 
* Aan the same offence the Christian Lon been let off so easily and the 


Mussalman punisbed so heavily, and asks His Excellency the Governor of 
Bombay to call for the papers in connection with the cases, as it. is the 
differential treatment of members of different communities which often works 
great mischief. . oO 


19. Referring to ie same two cases, the Hablul Matin (Calcutta } of the 


. «» » 8th July writes :— W 
Did. | It seems a puzzle to all ordinary men. But 


then ordinary men are not learned in the law. 
And things which appear curious to common sense are often found by acute 
lawyers to be defensible from many standpoints, The lay mind cannot 
these legal subtleties. Probably, the Judge when trying the first case, could 
not imagine that he would have to try another case of this nature the next 
day. Anyway, it is no use regretting ; there is no appeal against a judgment 
of a High Court Judge like this. ’ | eon 
20. The Daintk Chandrika (Calcutta; of the 14th July writes :— 
5 The Bangavasi has lately pointed out how, in 
Bid. two cases of a similar nature lately disposed of by 
| 7 Mr. Justice McLeod of the Bombay High Court, | 
the punishments were of an utterly dissimilar nature. In the first case a 
Christian youth, a teacher in a Missionary School, enticed away a 12 year old 
girl of the school : with the girl’s meas ie and lived with her as man and wife. 
The punishment for the youth was detention till the rising of the Court. In 
the second case, a factory labourer enticed away a 14 year old girl with her 
consent and lived with her as man and wife. There was a charge of theft 
also, but it * The punishment here was 18 months“ rigorous 
imprisonment. We appeal to Lord Willingden to look into the papers of 
these cases and probe the mystery which accounts for this difference, . 
21. Regarding the case of Baidyanath 1 of Tanjore whom the 
A n at e Judicial committee lately 
of Tanjore. „ eA 


bad been sentenced to death by the courts in 
. India, the Basumati [Calcutta] of the lith July 
refers to Mr. Norton’s recent letter in the 2nglishman on this case, in the course 
of which he says: se yi 

ae What I desire to call public attention to is the unsatisfactory nature of 
a system which makes 80 grave a e of justice possible. Young and 
inexperienced Sessions Jadges are ent with powers of life. and death. 


Their pronouncements carry all the solemn weight of a decision of a Judge of 


First Instance.“ 


The paper cordially associates itself with this opinion. Let the lish 
public support the Indian public in brin pe shan; 5 inthis 


irecti inging about a salutary c 
direction, Cases of failure of justice lik e this occur often, Bre are not 
rm dur — . 2 P wy Council. It is a pity that the Judges here 
e — 4 D or ao j 0 ö — t 
assist in the prevention of crime, eavy punishments. Such a policy does no 
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paragraph under the heading, ‘Dreadful cases” the Bengavasi 
. 8 an (Calentta of the 12th July reports two cages 


Two cases of cruelty to nine hich have recently been tried by the Canton- 


at Barrackpore é 2 2 
ment Magistrate of Barrackpore in which a 
washerman, named NN and 5 ig driver, named Hari Kahar 
have been fined Rs. 50 each, for working a lame ) 
horses respectively. Panchanan’s donkey, says the paper, has been destro 
and Hari Kabar’s horses sent to the Pinjrapole. Hari s conviction 
been quashed on appeal. The paper takes exception to the fact that the 
Cantonment Magistrate played the parts of the prosecutor, witness and judge 
in both the cases and sentenced the accused to such heavy fines; and it also 
wants to know who is responsible for the loss which the two accused have had’ 
to suffer on account of the loss of their animals, = = = : 
23. The Bangavast [Calcutta] of the 12th July is indignant at the fine of 
| ten rupees only passed on a European gentleman at 


a COW. 


did not move out of the way of his motor car. The 

per considers the sentence wholly inadequate for the offence, and invites 
the attention of the Lieutenant-Governor of the United Provinces to the 
Case. | 


9 
1 1 24. The Samivani Calcutta) of the 10th 
ua e July writes thus in 8 to the recent Govern- 


ment Resolution on education: 


At the present time the majority of ‘pathasalas in Bengal are without 


managing committees. The gurus start pathasalas of their own to teach the 
boys, and it is the fees paid by these boys which constitute their main support. 
When the students pass their examinations the gurus get rewards from the 
District Boards, But this canrot be regarded as a constant source of income. 
It is this class of gurus who have propagated primary education in Bengal. 
But the new Government policy will lead to the abolition of these schools, 
so primary education will be restricted. 

Government further suggests that the teachers and students of pathasalas 
should, as far as possible, be of the same class, 
I bis order, if enforced, will lead to the abolition of the majority of 
pathasalas in Bengal. Hundreds of pathasalas will be closed if in a pathasala 
with Moslem students, it is necessary to have a Moslem guru, The cause of 
Moslem education will receive a set back. 8 

Government intends that henceforth gurus of pathasalas will only be men 
who have passed the Middle Vernacular or some equivalant examination, 
and have thereafter received a yeer’s training as a teacher. 

But all men, knowing the conditions prevailing in Bengal, must kno 
that gurus with such qualifications, are very few indeed in this presidency. 


* 


If it not be permissible to start pathasalas except with gurus with these qualifica- 


tions, primary education in Bengal will come to a stop. 


ae * 
Government says that in Bengal it is more necessary to improve the 


quality of the teachers and to raise the number of students in the existing 
pathasalas, than to open ne / ones. After this expression of opinion, no 
further increase in the number of pat hasalas need be looked for. Govern- 
ment wants an increase in the number of students. But most of the patha- 
sala students are very young in years. They cannot walk a mile or two to 
go to school. They must have a pathasala in their own village. It is for 
this reason that many boys remain illiterate. Had Sir H. Butler and 
Mr. Sharp been Bengalis, they would have never said that Bengal does not 


require more pathasalas. Pathasala students generally are of ages bobs, 


from five to ten. According to the census of 1901, there were in Ben 
5,973,349 boys of thse ages, but of this number only 210,862 were literate 


and as many as 5,762,487 illiterate. Yet the Government of India holds 
that more pathasalas are not required in Bengal. Oe 


onkey and a pair of lame 


A European fined for killing Allahabad for having shot and killed a cow, which 
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bye! One of ‘the recommendations of Government in connection with 

these schools is that ns to be imparted to the girls should be oon- 

sistent with thétr social position. This is a surprising idea. “A ‘Brahman’s 

duty it is to gather flowers, do the family cooking’ and worship ‘thé “house. 
hold deities, Rehils it is the duty of the much to manufactnte “shoes,” take 
the hide from the caracasses of cattle etc. This indicates ‘differences of 
social position according ‘té which education is to vary. But what is the ‘aim 
of education? Does education aim at n the faculties given by God, 
or is it meant to try to keep the girls of each class of society content with 
their own social position ? It is to be the rule henceforth to differentiate 
girls’ schools according to. the classes of girls attending them? Is that 'possiblé? 
Then ‘again Government suggests that the education given to girls 
should differ from that given to boys. Does it mean that history, literature 
geography and mathematics, which are taught to boys, is not to be taught to 4 


rirls? | : sion 
5 Government contemplates the appoiutment of Eurasian women as teachers appli 
of girls schools, But will that be a good thing? Will not the girl pupils learn datic 
what is known as Feringee-Bengali under this system ? | 
| * begii 
Hien ENGuiso Schools. a fav 
Radical changes are contemplated in connection with these schools, which, affili: 
if carried out, will destroy the individual existence of the schools and ultimately : 
lead to the abolition of rig f of the colleges, | ? ern 
When Mr. Sharp was Director of Public Instruction, East Bengal, he tried legal 
to get many high schools there disaffiliated, but the University stood in the Re. { 
way. If now, as proposed, these high schools are brought solely under | 
Government control, Gent alone will decide which schools are to be done 
abolished and which to be retained. : | | 
Government does not wish that any large number of students should unle: 
appear at the Matriculation ‘Examination. It is apparently the idea of Govern- to g 
ment that many students should finish their education with ths School Final th 
Examination”. This ‘School Final Examination“ has not yet been introduced wi 
into Bengal, but it is in force already in Madras, the United Provinces and the 
Central Provinces and Bombay. If, as in Madras, this system leads to fewer If th 
boys coming up for the Matriculation Examination and more finishing their this 
studies with the School Final Examination, will not the path of high education 
gradually be narrowed down? Will not the majority of private colleges in and 
Bengal be abolished? sy : You 
If, as proposed, schoolsmasters are to have a salary of Rs. 400 as a Bray 
maximum, many Europeans will like to become teachers. Government should 
explicitly have stated whether it ag eae appointing Europeans as Head ing t 
Masters of high schools. Inspectors of Schools are to be the final authority in adm: 
conducting school final examinations. These rathassias and middle vernacular mig! 
school examinations are now conducted by Deputy Inspectors of Schools, | 
and this leads to scandal frequently reported by the papers, it in fact The 
causes serious discontent among teachers, students and guardians. Willit be ernme 
good if similar discontent is created in connection with high schools also? [Cal 
We request all well-wishers of the country to consider the manner in : 
which protests should be made against this new educational policy. Are high auth 
schools, both those preparing students for the Matriculation Examination and legis 
those for the school final examination wholly to be dbedient to Government? mad 
This is apparently what is contemplated. inde 
nas ee ae 25. The Sanjtvant Calcutta] of the 10th July publishes the following as If w 
e The Educational Policy of Gov- the reasons assigned by Government for refusing will 
base AAtßliation to the Ananda Mohan College: will 
Staff and accommodation are admittedly insufficient. Government grants and 
that have been promised are conditional upon the graut of affiliation and upon 
raising of fifty thousand rupees from local subscriptions. Government of India ing 
are unable to sanction affiliation because the improvements have not been Eng 
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carried out. When they have been oatried out Government’ of India will ee is 
rain consider the case. ce ea ee ee ane ee 1 
a In commenting on ge- f paper 12 below, in chronological sequence, 
the facts in regard to this affiliation question relate 
(1) Ate Lore Carmichsel held out hopes, the Committee drew up an 
estimate and sent it up to the Director of Public Instruction, promising to raise 
Bs. 50,000 themselves, Government contributing the ret. 
(2) Mr. Küchler thereupon inspected the College, examined the plans and 
estimates and sent them up to Government with a favourable note. be 
(8) These papers lay undisposed of by Government for a long time. 
(4) After a good deal of correspondence, Government: sanctioned a grant 
of Rs. 6,000 per annum and Rs. 55,000 as a lump grant. They also indicated 
the nature of the staff of Professors required and approved of the plans and 
estimates. There was nothing said that the grant was to be conditional 
on affiliation, The College was to come first and then affiliation.» . 
(5) The Committee applied to the Syndicate making the. necessary provi- 
sion as regards the staff, eto. The Director of Public. Instruction sent the 
application on with a favourable remark, and promised to look to the accommo: 
dation personally, = : sii eB oh en o e a% 
(6) The Director of Public Instruction now wrote to the Committee to 


j 


Ain Abit 


1 


begin the work of building the College premises. a p gE TAAROIN 

(7) The University Inspectors suggested some minor alterations and made 

a favourable report. : : Bono A „ee 4 
(8) The Syndicate and the Senate accepted this report and recommended 
affiliation to the Government of India. r n You! 

(9) Mr. Spry, the President of the College Committee, now wrote to Gov- 
ernment to send up the annual grant of Rs. 6,000, stating that he had taken 
legal security from the members of the public regarding the promised sum of 
Rs. 50, 000. 1 

(10) The Director of Public Instruction now wrote that nothing could be 
done until affiliation had been granted. „ has TRO 

Consider now, how the staff and the accommodation can be improved, 
unless the money be forthcoming. And yet the Government of India declines 
to grant affiliation because the improvements have not been carried out. But 
3 not definitely say that when the improvements are carried out, they 
will grant affiliation. ; | : 

Then again, Government sanctioned this grant of Rs, 6,000 for 1913-14. 
If this year 1913-14 expires without anything being settled, who can tell that 
this grant will not utterly lapse. a 4} 

he Committee ‘says: Give us the money, and we will improve the. staff 

and the accommodation. The Government of India on the other hand ‘gays: 

aa r e and staff are insufficient, so we refuse you afiliation! 
ra vo! . 7 | or : we 

Then again, the existing College premises contain space for accommodat- 
ing the 3rd year class. Both Mr. Küchler and the 9 . Inspectors 


admitted this: And if the monthly grant had come, the staff for the same 
might have been engaged. UA ; 7 | 1 
26. In diseussing Mr. Samman’s recent letter to the Calcutta University Nara. 

The Educational Policy of Gov. regarding the affiliation of high schools and the one Ty 
ernment. | . | institution of School Final Examination, the N ayak 
[Calcutta] of the 9th July writes:s— = N 

It is a veritable death summons, It will leave the University without any 
authority. The University has already lost caste, so to speak, because ‘of 
legislative political poison in the days of Lord Curzon, If all the proposals 
made in Mr. Samman’s letter are carried out, the results will be very good 
indeed, inasmuch as it will mean the practical extinction of the University. 
If under the new scheme high schools can be kept reduced in numbers, there 
will be fewer students appearing at the Matriculation Examination, and that 
will mean reduced income and reduced influence, and this reduction of income 
and influence will in time bring on death. — n pasts 
It will not be u very bad thing if such a thing come to pass. The prevail- 
ing discontent and seditious spirit are due to the extensive spread of. hi 
English education which creates new wants and desires without giving us 
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means wherewith to satisfy them. Government must necessarily take ste 


to put an end to such a state of things, and so we find nothing to blame in 


“Samman’s letter. But of course men who make a trade of the teachin 
— pers keep quiet now. For the sake of their pockets they must 3 
an outcry. Henoe the attempt to stir up strong opposition to the proposed 


educational policy.. 


As we have said more than once, we shall accept, without any objections 
whatever, anything that Government may e in regard to English 
education. For this education is merely a device for turning out clerks, 
hakims, lawyers, lecturers, medical men and similar service-seeking luxurious 
imitative sets of men. It is no system of culture which contributes to the 
development of manhood. Government wants to turn out a number of 
monkeys. They require monkeys, 80 we cannot uatrel with any means they 
may hit on for getting an adequate supply of monkeys. But Government must 
remember that if it will have monkeys it must also prepared occasionally. 


to be scratched by these animals. But apparently Government cannot put up 


with these scratchings and it is trying to cow these animals down by threaten- 
ing them with the bogey of sedition. These efforts are proving and will 
prove inefficacious. So the only alternative is to try to stop the further 
turning out of monkeys. But in breaking up the machinery for turning out 
monkeys, care should be taken not to substitute something similar. The 
Moghuls and Pathans did indeed turn out a number of monkeys, but the bad 
habit of imitation in their case was confined to individuals and did not spead 
over the country and among the > generally. The English on 
the other hand have brought the cry of |i 

the country and this is leading people of the humbler castes to rise to higher 
rank as Babus. But the Brahmans and Kaysthas are not certainly descending 
to the level of Doms“ or Hadis. Those who b 
their education and wealth aspire to equality wi 
Brahmans, aspire also to equality with the ruling race. And there is a class 
of michievous Brahmans and Kaysthas who are assisting in this work of 
social convulsion. This is the etiology of the present seditious spirit. 

Of course if Gcvernment desires to turn over a new leaf, some measure 
of success will attend its efforts. But what of the mischief already created ? 
And how are they going to grapple with the hungry horde of B.A.’s and 
M.A.’s already turned out? They have infused a poison into the whole of the 
body politic and how is that poison going to be eradicated? The Hindu and 
Musalman rulers used to employ a set of Bhats or flatterers whose duty it was 
to repress the poison in the shape of national self-consciousness. In the 
early oy of English rule in India the Bengali Babus used to do this work 
for the English. But they have now been deprived of that function and no 
other Indian race is discharging that duty satisfactorily. Rather all are 
indulging in abuse of the English Government more or less. Why were the 
people permitted at all to talk of independence? Why were they permitted 
to hear the abuse of Government? After all, if we Bengalis are to sing your 
praises, we cannot do so with empty stomachs. Our forefathers praised you 
because you fed them adequately. It is ultimately thus an economic question 
and a question of a social revolution as well. You want to shine as the jewel 
on the head. But where is the head of the social body ? You have foolishly 
made that head roll in the dust. First redress that and then claim lo yalty. 

27. The Nayak ( Calcutta] of the 10th July has the following on the 

The Educational Foliey of Gove proposed meeting at the Town Hall to protest 


® Lowest of Hindu castes, 


erpment, — against the Government of India’s educational 
Policy :— 


We request every representative of the educated community to be present 

at the ig my We have now come to a time when the problem of educating 
our boys has come an extremely difficult one to solve. The way in which 
the Government is giving education to Bengali boys only turns their heads 

and makes them ease-loving and luxurious. Many of our present-day young 

men give themselves the airs of millionaires. And it is in this that all our 

misery lies. We have exaggerated ideas of our own capabilities, so that we 

find that the golden fruit, which we have so ea orly set our hearts upon, is 

too far beyond our reach and we are sorely disappointed, Otherwise, there 


iberty, equality and fraternity into 
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is no real poverty in Bengal. For if there were, the Marwari, the White 
nadie cna the Kabuli would not have been able to grow rich so quickly in this 

rovince. What is really wanting in Bengal is manliness, a virtue which we 

hanged for luxury. N ssf 

ie Then there is 2 thing. It is not possible now for boys of the 
middle and poorer classes to study for the B. A. or the M. A. degree in the same 
way as in the days gone by. A college student now cannot meet his necessary 
expenses with anything under twenty rupees a month, This is more than 
many middle class Brahman and Kayastha parents can afford to spend. 
And it is just these two castes, particularly the poorer section of them, which 
have 80 far supplied educeied men to the province. It is almost certain, 
therefore, that five years hence high English education will be beyond the 
reach of middle class people. ; e 

Over and above all this, Government is going to take directly into its own 
hands the control of high and middle education. We are inclined to think 
that thie will narrow the way to high education and lessen the number of 
M.A.’s and B.A.’s in the province. Whatever else high education may or may 
not do, it at least opens the eyes of our young men, teaches them how to 
distinguish the right from the wrong, and creates in them u love for their 
country. The danger that now threatens high education, therefore, makes us 
feel nervous and prompts us to make a united effort to avert it. Au 
undertaking, in which men like Dr. Rasbihari Ghosh, the Hon’ble Messrs. 
Byomakesh Chakravarti and Surendra Nath Banerjee, and Sir Gurudas Banerjee 
have taken the lead, deserves our unanimous support, whatever our individual 
opinions may be, We have already expressed what our own views are on the 
subject, but all the same we consider it our duty to join the undertaking. 

28. The Dainik Chandrika Swe saber of the 9th July has the followiug in 

The Educational Policy of à contributed article headed Fettering educa- 
Government. . tion? :— 

It is a pity that the Government of India should of laté have taken it into 
its head to interfere with acts of the Government of Bengal. First, we have 
the affair about the affiliation of the: Ananda Mohan College up to the B.A. 
standard, which has greatly disappointed the people of Mymensingh, as also 
lowered the . of the Calcutta Uni versity, Next, there is the removal 
of Dr. Suhrawardy and Messrs. Rasul and Jayaswal from the University 
Lectureships. By this act the Government has upset a unanimous decision 
of the University and placed new restrictions on education, The appointment 
of the three gentlemen was approved of by His Excellency Lord Carmichael 
as Rector of the University, so the step taken by the Government of India 
constitutes an insult to the Government of Bengal. The object of the 
Government of India is to prevent students from coming into contact with 
objectionable political propaganda. It is rumoured that the power of sup- 
ervising and affiliating colleges is going to be taken away from the Universit 
and placed with the Director of Public Instruction. The University is 
practically a Department of the Government, and if anything was wanting to 
make it thoroughly so, Lord Curzon’s University Act has achived that object. 
The Government can, therefore, safely allow the University the power of 
supervision and control over the colleges affiliated to it. It cannot be denied 
that, if the University were to be deprived of this privilege, a quite unjustifiable 
slur would be cast on its abilities. There is yet another rumour, which, 
however, we cannot bring ourselves to helieve, that the authorities will hence- 
forth themselves guard the entrance to the University. Such a thing will mean 
nothing but ruin to the University. The path of education should always be 
unrestricted. We would remind the Government of India of Lord Ripon’s 
memorable speech on the opening of the Punjab University, in the course of 
which that great man explained the mischief which Napoleon did to France 
by officialising education. On another occasion, Lord Ripon said in a 
Resolution that the Government ought never to interfere with the working of 
the Universities. His policy was reversed by Lord Curzon, although he 
(Lord Curzon) professed not to do so, and we now find Lord Hardinge 
following the example of Lord Curzon, The remedy the Government of 
India intends to apply, with a view to put down perverted political agitation 
will rather aggravate the malady than cure it, and the whole of 


oy 


Darm CHANDRIKA, 
July 9th, 1913, 


India particularly our own province, will have to suffer its. mischievous 
Hitavadi (Calcutta | of the 11th July writes: 


on is one o 


consequences. 


the foremost bless- 
| ritish rule in India, and the Calcutta Uni. 
versity which helps the spread of this education is one of the greatest glories 
owever, when the University was just entering 
upon a stage of vast improvements, the removal of three of its Lecturers b 
the Government of India has given a sudden and almost 

that institution, and cast a gloom over the educated In 
perusal of Mr. Sharp’s letter leads one to think that the Government of India 
wants to keep the atmosphere of the University n th. . 
itics, and to exercise a thorough control over the activities of that body. 
he chief object which Government has in view, ninir 
in educational matters and to replace it by official domination. The order of 
the Government is, besides being unjust, illegal, as has been so ably proved 
by the Weekly-Notes and also by 
enate meeting. 


ona N The Educational Policy of | Hi 
Government. | ings of 


of that rule. At a time, 


aralysing shock to 
lan community. 


free from the microbes of 


is to minimise Indian influence 


e eloquent speech of Dr. Rashbihari Ghosh 
An idea of the depth to which the order has 
stirred up educated Indian feeling, can be formed from the fact that even a 
man of the retiring disposition of & ir Gurvdas Banerjee could not help 
protesting against it. Sir Gurudas's advice may not be palatable to the 
Government, but if they calmly consider what he has said at the Senate 
meeting we are sure they will be able to see through the impropriety of their 
y the Government has been condemned not only by 
the Black members of the Senate but by some Europeans as well. There were 
many Government officials present at the meeting but none of them, not even 
Messrs. Hallward and Harrison who voted against the resolutions passed at it, 
had anything to say in support of the Government. 
has unanimously condemne 


at the recent 


act. The step taken 


And as for the Press it 
the Government’s action, excepting of course 
the Englishman which has almost gone into hysterics over the resolutions which 
have been passed by the Senate. We ho 
will give the matter its calm. consideration. 
30. The Islam Ravi . 


pe that the Government of India 


Tangail | of the 4th July deprecates the proposed 
substitution of a School Final Examination” for 
the University Matriculation Examination, as not 
ization of hopes of progress from education which 
the people generally, and Moslems specially, cherish. Continuing, the 
writes that the official proposal to bring high schools under the ex 
partment, has created public alarm. Some people 
suspect that Government. intends obstructing the further spread of education. 
After the pronouncements of the King-Emperor in favour of education, such 
a suspicion would seem most unjustifiable. 
seems merely a device to strike at the roots 

The paper concludes thus: 


A great flood is coming upon the country. Let Bengalis be careful. 
can unreservedly say that, if the Government impairs the influence of the 
University and, terrified by a political bogey, expels really educated men from 

incts of the University, all hopes of high education will go for 
Government do what it will with an eye to the interests of the 


people of the country and the future of the unhappy Bengali race. We appeal 
to Government, as the incarnation of justice, 


encouragement and assistance which the 
regard to education. 


July 4tb, 1918. 


calculated to lead to the real 


control of the Education 


Nevertheless, the new move 
of high education. 


within the 
nothing. 


not to wholly withdraw the great 
King-Emperor held out to us in 
we can say nothing more than this. 

nd enough to remove’ this cause of 
s prepare to give ourselves a high education 


Humble as we are 
Unless our liberal Government is ki 

future apprehension to us, let u 

by our own efforts in the future. 


31. Referring to the non-affiliation of the Ananda Mohan College and 


the removal of the three Calcutta University 
Lecturers, the Daintk Chandrika of the 6th July 


Dam CHamDRIKA 
July stl 1018. 


writes:. 

II it be the intention of th 
absolute control, we cannot su 
doing all this 


e Government to place education under their 
We should think that, instead of 
pay all their attention to making 


pport it. 
» the Government ought to 
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education more and more liberal and based on 22 taking care, of course, 


respect the religious ideas of the diverse races that exist in India. And such 
a thi rhea 90 58 it the Government has the entire management of the 
education of the country. We know that Lord Hardinge is @ cool-headed 
ruler, and if he sees things with his own eyes instead of letting his subordinates 
do everything in their way, we are sure we shall not find His Excellency 
hurting the feelings of the people of this country. The present-day system of 
education stands badly in need of improvement, for it serves only to make 
Hindu boys lose ‘all reset for their own religion. What is wanted is some- 
thing that will make them good Hindus. Many people ascribe evil motives 
to Sir Asutosh Mukherjee, whom they accuse of havin ruined the cause of 
education in this country. But this is not true, for our ucation owes much 
to him. And as for the present discontent over the educational policy of the 
Government, we are confident that the Government will never do anything 
without consulting public opinion. ime 28 5 
32. Referring to the 1 es ne a ee a 
licy of Govern- yo 1 ng o 8 une writes : 
a it What with the new Universities which are to 
be opened, and what with the abolition of the Matriculation Examination, the 
influence and the importance of the Calcutta University will soon be consider- 
ably diminished. And it will, indeed, be a great pity when such a thing comes 
to pass. Besides, it would be a real misfortune for secondary schools if they 
were to be deprived of the healthy control of the University, It is we 
known to everybody that the result of the abolition of the middle English 
and the middle scholarship examinations has been the lowering of the 
efficiency of students, who are now nothing better than ignorant fools in 
comparison with the students of old. If now the Matriculation Examination be 
substituted by the school final examination, the path of education will be made 
quite thorny. Then, again, the efficiency of the boys will also be lowered, 
for head masters of schools will henceforth train up boys according to their 
own whims and caprices, instead of trying to briag them up to a fixed 
standard; and the easy means by which it will be possible to pass the school 
final examination will make students lazy and careless. Then there is another 
thing--a student who has passed the school final examination will have to go 
through another test by the Principal of the college he intends to get admitted 
into. But suppose he fails here; what is to be his fate then? We ask the 
Government to consider all these difficulties before they introduce any change. 
33. The Nayak [Calcutta] of the 8th July declares itself in favour of a 
nad system of school final examinations. The Educa- 
: tion Depart nent is fully under Government control, 
and wholly under the thumb of the Criminal Investigation Department. What 
is the harm then in schools passing wholly under Government control? The 
University will never be a body alien to Government. Sir Asutosh himself 
could not keep up its separate individuality. After all, the education that is 
imparted is meant to qualify the recipients thereof for service. So the author- 
ity under whom a person is to serve should have the final voice in determining 
the kind of education that is to be imparted to him. 
34. The Pallivasi [Kalna) of the 9th July disapproves of the recent 
as action taken by the Government of India in 
| regard to the affiliation of the Ananda Mohan 
College, the appointment of three University lecturers, and the proposal to 
substitute a School Final Examination“ for the Matriculation, as inconsistant 
with the promise of Provincial autonomy held out in connexion with the Delhi 
changes, and as calculated to impair the ae of the Government of Bengal 
and of the University of Calcutta. The Calcutta University has indeed 
fallen on evil times. Two rival Universities are being started and its 
influence and liberty of action arbitrarily curtailed. Will Sir Ashutosh submit 
to all this quietly ? 3 * : . 
35. The Sanpivani [Calcutta] of the 10th July, referring to Mr. Samman's 
2 recent letter addressed to the Registrar of the 
0 Calcutta University, writes: 
Eastern Bengal knows quite well what mischief can result from leaving to 
the Education Department the power of selecting schools as fit and proper to 


JYOTI, 
June 30th, 1918. 


Navax, 
July seh, 1913, 


Pabxivast, 
July 9th, 1913. 


SanJivawr, 
July 10th, 1913, 
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up students to the University. Mr. Sharp knows that quite well. 
Mr. * while he was Director of Public Instruction in Eastern Bengal 
recommended many schools for disaffiliation for ivsignificant causes, but 
the schools were saved because the Senate refused to accept those recom- 
mendations. The schools thus recommended for disaffiliation were the 
Bajitpore and Chikandi school in Faridpore, the Jamalpore Donogh school 
in ensingh, the B. N. school at Serajganj, the Habiganj school at Sylhet 
the National school at Chittagong, and the Bhola and Batajor schools in 
Bakerganj. These schools would. have been abolished, if the Education 
Department were the final authority in affiliation. | ee 

Both the University and the Education Department are subject to official 
control. But still we do not want to see the schools controlled by the Educa- 
tion Department. If ten heads are better than one, it is better that the fate 
of the schools should be determined by the many senators than by the one 
Director of Public Instruction. | 

All Bengal will emphatically protest against this proposal to bring the 
high schools lly under thé control of the Education Departmunt, | J 


} 


nen 30. The Jagaran [ Bagerhat] of the 18th July notices the recent meeting 

e Educational policy of Govern. of the Senate of the Calcutta University to protest > 
ment. against the removal of the three lecturers, and 

fully endorses the views expressed by the speakers therein as to the illegali very 

of the order of the Government of India. Such a thing, says the paper, is Pom He 

uite unexpected from a Viceroy like His Excellency Lord Hardinge. Is it peop! 

that the Government intends to prohibit constitutional agitation, or to prevent whic 

men like the three dismissed lecturers from taking part in politicos, as if the whid 

were mere school boys? If, again, they happen to have been connected wi Thei 

any unconstitutional agitation, why not pane them according to the law? whic 

BanGavast, 37. Referring to Mr. Sharp’s letter to the Calcutta University, the from 

July 18th, 1918, a Bangavasi [Calcutta] of the 12th July writes :— syste 

Ibid. > 1 
he Government of India has taken exception and 
to the circumstance that the appointment of the three lecturers had not been of th 


sanctioned by it previous to their being allowed by the University to go on 
with their lectures. If this be an irregularity, such irregularities have been 
condoned by the Government for the last four years. And if the Government 
are now unwilling to let things go on like this, it should have warned the 
University beforehand instead of taking the peremptory measure it has done in 
the present instance, which will inflict much loss on a large number of students, 
Besides, considering the enormous delay which often takes place before the enoo 
matter is decided by the Government of India, the University cannot but let 
its lecturers start with their classes in anticipation of their appointments bei 
sanctioned by the Government. What we do not find any justification for 
is the fact that the University a pointed the three dismissed lecturers whom 

the Government had previously disqualified on the ground of their having . imp! 
taken part in political agitation. The University has on more than one the : 
previous occasion caused professors of private colleges to be removed for a 


offic 
similar reason. What, again, strikes us as strange is the fact that out of all the exal 
great and learned men, who form the Senate of the Calcutta University, there sing 
was not one independent-minded man, who could stand up and speak out 3 
plainly in defence of the University’s prestige. One would almost think that men 
men like Messrs. S. P. Sinha, the Hon’ble Mr. Justice A. Chowdhury were no ) : 
longer in the Senate, for otherwise the meeting would not have been such a ville 
tame affair. 0 situ: 

jaune 38. Referring to Mr. Sharp’s letter to the Calcutta University, and the 8 


na letters which Dr. Suhrawardy and Mr. Rassul have case 

3 Written to the Registrar of the University in con : “ae 
nection with their removal from the Lecturerships, as well as the recent 
meeting of the Senate, the Mohammadi Calcutta] of the 11th July says that 
the policy which the Government of India has been trying to adopt with 


regard to education cannot but make all rigbt-thinking members of the : to 1 
educated community very anxious. There is sure to go forth from the country of t 
a strong and unanimous protest against the despotic attitude which the Govern> - i 
; ment has taken up. ring 


ö 


30. The Hiadestlen [Calcutta] of the 12th July, in the course of a long 


| Rancational policy of Govern article on the arin agitation against Mr. Sharp’s 


ment. letter to the Calcutta University, says:— 
We cannot support the Government if it has really desired to turn the 
University into a department of its own, to be ruled absolutely by it like its 
other departments, We thiak that all control over education should be har- 
monious with the principle of keeping education unfettered, and 5 it a 
popular charaoter. We request the authorities themselves to oonsider whether 
they will be able to satisfy all classes of people in India, Hindus, Mussalmans, 
Christians, Jains and so forth, if they take up the reins of education solely in 
their own hands. yee Ete baie : 3 
Nevertheless, we are of opinion that the prevalent pre, of education 
which has made sons of Hindus forget the traditions of their society and 


Hispverman, 
July 19th, 1913, 


religion and become thoroughly denationalised, stands in urgent need of 


reform, and we have enough faith in the intelligence of the Government to 

believe that it will carry out this reform with adequate care and circumspection, 

and pay due attention to the agitation in the press, if it is at all worth 
anything. te 

: 40. The Hablul Matin ue! of the 12th July hopes that the Calcutta 

5 own Hall meeting to protest against the educa- 

pe: tional policy of the Government of India will be 


Her Man. 
July b. 1918. 


very largely attended. The change of policy which the Government intends — 


to adopt will lay the axe at the root of high education. It is the duty of all 
people in the country to see that they are not deprived of the liberal education 
which they have so long received by the e of the English people, and 
which has opened their eyes and enabled them to see thair own condition. 
Their prayer to the Government should be that the valuable gift of education 
which they have received from the English people may not be taken back 
from them. It should be explained to the English people that the prevalent 
system of education in India has done good to them and the administration, 


and that it will be prejudicial to the interests of the administration as well as 


of the people of the country to withdraw liberal education from it. 
41. The Stksha Samachar (Dacca | of * 9th 1 uly writes: 

5 ay Mr. Hornell has lately come up to Dacca. 

Bega. Education in Fastera We hope, under bis regime, primary dane les in 
Eastern Bengal will continue the career of progress 
which began when there was a separate Government for Eastern engal. It is 
not yet in quite a satisfactary state, and still requires official help and 
encouragement, | 
42. The Moslem Hitaisht [Calcutta] of the 11th July, in discussing the 
nia question. of primary education in Eastern Bengal 
: as it affects¢he Moslems, writes :— 

The Education De ent spends too much on the Inspecting staff, or 
improving school buildings and furniture, etc., and has little money to spare for 
the ill-paid teacher. Instead of adding to the number of highly paid Inspecting 
officers let there be an increase of Guru Inspectors who have passed the Normal 
examinations, Three or four of such gurus may be had for the salary of a 
single Sub-Inspector of Schools. } 

As regards the new Board Primary Schools the following points deserve 
mention: 

.) Because Government wants the land for the schools given free by the 
e e the sites being selected for the schools are often not centrally 
situated. 
It would be better to pay Rs. 200 or so and buy a suitable site in each 
case instead of getting an inconvenient one offered free. 
(2) The condition that the villagers must raise at least Rs. 100 by local 
subscription before they can have a school also stands in the way of the 
selection of suitable sites for these schools. : 
(3) The grants from the Board to these schools range from 7 or 8 rupees 
to 10 or 12 rupees a month. This is too meagre a sum for the maintenan 
of the school garden, the upkeep of the library, etc. | 


„ (4) Insistence on strict N in the payment of school fee is deter- 
ring many guardiaus from sending in their boys for primary education. 
\ i 


- S$IksWa Ramacnar, 


July Och, vis, 


MOSLEM Hirateni, 
July llth, 1913, 
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5) In orderto attract Moslems to these schools it is desirable that some 
2 of instruction in the Koran and in Urdu should be imparted in them. 
— Hiratset, 43. The Moslem Hitaieh (Calcutta | of the 11th July publishes an appes 
July 11th, 1s. ; ne | ‘to the Director of Public Instruction 22 
. r sn Upper Primary Badruddin Samadar and four others of Haridr 
| ages pota, Samta post-office in Jessore, pointing out 
that their village is a big one, badly 2 in educated men, and prayin 
that the lower rer Pre there, of which the petitioners are students, be 
raised to the upper primary ‘standard. % tO} OR BG Te Ro: 
Mosiam Haut. 41. A correspondent ofthe Moslem Hitaishi (Calcutta) of the 11th July 
e complains that few among the school-Inspeeting 
Inspection of Mah. taff in Bengal are acquainted with Arabic, Urdu 
and Persian, so that they cannot properly super vise the teachers and the 
training imparted in Muktabs. It is desirable that in each division there 
should at least be one 2 well up in Urdu and Persian. and in each 
circle an e AOL Maulvi, who may be passed Maulvis from the ‘Madrasahs 
of the Presidency. With such « system the education of Moslems in their 
patstx Bus religion will be encouraged. 5 . 
Urra. 45. The Dainik Bharat Mitra (Calcutta) of the 12th July, in remarking on 
the interesting note of Sir James Meston on the 
report of the Director of Public Instruction, United 51 


July ich. 1913. | | 
: Need of Primary Education. 


Provincees, says that the need of compulsory primary education among the A 
masses is e urgent in view of their dense ignorance, ‘which leads them BS ae 
to believe in every sort of rank nonsense. — | a : 1 
Navax, 46. Babu Ananda Prasanna Chakravarty of 9-1, Shahnagar Road, past t. 
July 10th, 1918, , Kalighat, writes to the Nayak [Caleutta| of the indu 
Education for teachers sous. 10th July, complaining of the distressful ‘condition the su 
of teachers who are mostly very low paid and can seldom afford to supply of coll 
themselves with even the bare necessaries of life. The writer suggests, as an not ve 
amelioration of their hard lot, that: — ; . Da 3 sioner 
(1) All teachers should be allowed to have their sons educated free. ting 8s 
(2) All schools, and: not simply those where the teachers work, should swaras, 
admit such children free. | : 4 . 5. 
a! „„ The children should enjoy this privilege even after their father’s , 
death. | 2 
a 47. The Sanjivant [Calcutta] of the 10th July writes :— | 
Sele The teachers and students in the Dacca Division 
"Schools, Dacca Dirition are thoroughly annoyed by the conduct of Mr. 


Stapleton, the Inspector of Schools there. He has 
recently asked for the removal of Munshi Abdul Rauk from the Narainganj 
school. Mr. Stapleton’s transfer elsewhere will elicit the gratitude of the 


people of Dacca. : Otek ’ 

iawn us, 48. We have already written, says the Bangarasi [Calcutta] of the 12th 
e July, about tbe unjust order issued by Mr. Stark re- 
Burdwan Division. f garding the purchase of Macmillan and Company's 


pare sheet maps by school boys. We now learn from 
the Sanyjivant that Mr. Stark has issued another order requiring every primary 
school to buy an English-made board, costing Rs. 24-12, the supply of 
which be has arranged for with the Calcutta School Bock Society. We do not 
think there is any justification for compelling the schools to buy English-made 
boards at such high prices when Indian made things can be had for Rs. 4 or 
Rs. 5. We hope Mr. Hornell will take notice of the matter and restrain Mr. 
Stark from indulging in his capricious pranks, which are rather too costly a 
fun for Bengali students, most of whom are ve: 8 
3 49. The Bangavasi [Calcutta] of the 12th uly writes 
: Alleged compulsory resignation ‘he Feni correspondent of the Amrita Bazar 
of the Head Master of the Feni Patrika of the 4th July says that Maulvi Ahsan- 
Teor en Rhee, Inspector of Chittagong Division, came 

to inspect the Feni High -School some time ago and compelled the Head 
Master, Babu Kailas Chandra Chakravarti, who had ‘been serving as a teacher 
in that school for seventeen years, to resign because two copies of a bock 
named “ Bhanda,” one of ‘‘Swadeshi Renu” and one of“ Siksha Andolan,” 
were found in the school, The School Committee wanted to hold a meeting 
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) 


for considering the matter the ‘next morning, but as the Inspector woul not 


wait till then only a few members of the Committee attended the n 


dismissed if he did not resign, and so he resigned. We never knew that 

such a strange thing could happen in the Education Department, and we 
uest His , 
_ ascertain what justification there was for not allowing the Head Master to 

defend himself. , Liles 


50. The Moslem Hitaishi (Calcutta) of the 1 Ich July, discussing the Me™ renn. 


, : uestion of Rai Sahib Haradhan Basu’s successor, 
Direction of. "Public Instruction, 1 that there are many Mussalman M.A.’s and 
Bengal. + Tt B. A. 's in the Provincial and Educational Service 
whose claims will be utterly ‘ignored if the post of Personal Assistant to the 
Director of Public Instruction, Bengal, is given to Mr. Finnigan, : who is 


without any University training, ignorant of vernacular language, and was a 


member of the Subordinate ‘Educational Service. 


(e) Local Self-Government and Aunioipal Administration. 
51. The Nayak [Calcutta] of the 8th July writes: — 


The municipal assessments at Midnapore have 

Manicipal assessment at Midna- been so very unsatisfactory that three or four 
ee 3 appellate Benches have not been able during the 
past three or four months to dispose of all the objections filed. The great 
indu lawyer, Manu, says that a ruler should collect taxes in the way in which 
the sun’s rays dry up water or the bee sucks honey out of flowers, ¢.¢., the work 
of collection should not cause any annoyance to the people. Our rulers do 
not venture to collect taxes in a harsh manner. Yet the Municipal Commie- 


sioners, claiming to constitute a self-governing body, are coolly commit- 


ting such oppression on the people, and still we go on madly demanding 


swara), | 
52. The Moslem Hailaishi [Calcutta] of the 11th July publishes an 3 
to the Governor from eleven Moslems of Haridra- 

Wanted a new road. 


pota, Samta post-office in Jessore, for the early 
construction of a road between that village and Jhikargacha, with which place 
they have close business relations. 1 i . 
„ e plight of some . ne. on he Suraj [Pabna ] of the 14th July 


Kabarikola, Kalagachi, Balarampore, Kalyanpore, Gopalpore, etc., are 
villages in the eastern part of Pabna district which were well populated once 
but are now overgrown with e and stricken with malaria and almost 
depopulated. The tanks on which people depend for their drinking water 
supply badly need re-excavation. There are pits in and about Kabarikola, 
full of foul water, which aggravates the insanitariness of the place. There 
is a Bil on the north which an er- Distriot Magistrate pro to drain at a 
cost of Rs. 1,000 orso. The execution of this work will distinctly improve 
the public health of the whole locality. The roads or such of them as exist 
are in a very bad state. There is a road along the bank of the Atrai river 
south of K achi, which is frequently used by the inhabitants of Raghunath- 
pore, Chandipore, Kalagachi, etc., to travel to and from the trade centres of 

sinathpore, Dulai, Fakirer Hat, etc. This road should be repaired, money 
being found for the purpose from the road cess contributed by the people of 
this locality for the last 40 years without any apparent returns eo far. 
54. The Mukammadi {Calcutta]of the lith July notices the memorial 
„ Which has been submitted to His Excellency the 

a Governor of Bengal by the Suburban Muhammadan 
Association of Kidderpore regarding the floods which have recently taken 
place in Kidderpore and inflicted great loss and suffering on the ‘local inhabit- 
ants, most of whom are poor Muhammadans, The paper hopes that the 
prayers contained in the memorial will receive favourable consideration at His 
Excellency’s bands. 


which was held the same day. The Head Master was told that he would ds 


cellency Lord Cermivhael to order an enquiry into the matter, 
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July 11th, 1918. 


Sansivany, 
July 10th, 1918. 
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as nuszer to the zamindar. ‘The raiyat cannot cut a tree | 
although the zamindar can cut it whenever he likes. We hear the Government 


] 


pean ai 


56. “A cultivator from north Bengal” 2 as follows in the 
1 db obey Si Mohommads [Calcutta] of e llth July 5 


It is a great pity that, in a country like ours which has to depend so much 
upon agriculture, the condition of the tiller of the soil should be so miserable. 
ere are very few cultivators who own mokarari or lakheraj lands, and most 

of them what is known as occupancy right in the lands they cultivate, 
Such a right, not being of a permanent tenure, affords zamindars an excellent 
means for oppressing the raiyats. It 1s seldom: that the 1 can sell his jot 
even if he be in dire want; and in case he can find a man to buy the purchaser 
has to pay a heavy nusser to the zamindar in order to get a mutation of names 
made in the zamindari records. If a raiyat dies his son cannot enter 
into possession of the jat lands left by his father unless he pays somethin 
owing on his | 


is considering the question whether or not a raiyat can sell any jot in which 
he has only an occupancy right. We, therefore, request the cultivators of 
Bengal to approach the Government with their grievances, There is no one 
to speak a word for them, and so they must look to their interests themselves, 
Let them agitate for obtaining the privilege of selling their jot lands, of 
cutting trees growing on such lands, and for the abolition of the phrase 
of A custom” from the Tenancy Act, a phrase which can be, and 
often is, twisted into many a different sense accordi 


ng as it suits the zamindare. 


Cases are by no means rare in which zamindars compel raiyatsto rent out lands 
over which they are to have only the right of cultivation. There should also 


be a limit up to which the zamindar can enhance the rents. For as it. is, 
while under the Permanent Settlement the revenue to be paid by the zamindar 


to the Government is fixed, the rents he realizes from his tenants is not, with 


the result that the rents are often increased, to the utter ruin of the raiyats. 
But such an oppressive system must not be allowed to go on any longer, and 
we pray to our benign Government to save the poor raiyat. , 


(9)—Bailways and Communications including Canals and Irrigation. 


56. The Samivani [Calcutta] of the 10th July, referring to the Panchta 
) railway disaster, writes 

Why has no official statement yet been 
published as to the number of deaths caused by the accident? The Agent 
of the East Indian Railway assures the public that no more than 24 persons were 
killed, and the victims of the disaster have been mostly coolies and -low-class 
Indians.” Now seven carriages were smashed up, and some passengers say that 
these sary hay full—so much so that a policeman ola not enter those 
carriages. Each 3rd class carriage has accommodation for 60 passengers, 80 
six such carriages might contain 360 passengers. So would it be any exaggera- 
tion if people say that there were some 200 passengers in those six lost 


e ? 7 

e want an early statement of the number of persons killed. Twenty- 
three dead bodies have been found and the second fireman also is missing and 
is presumably dead. The current in the river at the time of the accident was 
flowing at 8 speed of 40 miles an hour. It does not seem likely that the 
passengers in the submerged carriages quietly met their doom sitting in their 
carriages. They must have struggled to get out of the carriages, and who can 
tell that they did not get drowned and their bodies were not washed away? 
So let a statement be promptly issued as to the number of persons killed. 

In order to minimise the gravity of the disaster it is said that the men 
killed were mostly coolies and low-class Indians.” But are coolies and 
low-class Indians cats or dogs? Are they not men? Do not their parents, 
wives and childcen weep for them? Have not many persons been orphaned 
and rendered helpless? Is the death of coolies and low-class men of no 


The Vanchra railway disaster. 


/ 


7 9 
er, <P 


„„ oe Ae 
account? Probably it would be a matter for anziéty if a number of rich men 
had died. This is fntolersble. Let Government take steps to see that none ae 
may show contempt in this way for the lives of coolies and low-class. Nay 
sndians as 


: lowing is a full translation of a leaderette under the heading u 
25 bier 5 17 1 A sufferer’s account” which oe in the decd 
Ann Siege, Bangavasi {Calcutta | of the 12th quly——- 

It what we have heard from ‘a gentleman, who has returned from Panchra. 
be true, the affair must be a very serious one indeed. The Traffic Manager of 
the East Indian Railway, accompanied by a doctor, went to the scene of the 
disaster the day after the disaster. Leaving aside the passengers who had 
been saved alrcady, there was absolutely no means of rescuing those who were 
lying under the broken carriages, Tbe Rajkumar of Hetampur says that he 
saw the bodies of several people carried away by the current. It is he who 
has saved the life of a gentleman from whom we have got all this information. 
Babu Kamalakinkar Banerjee of Panchra and a number of his men rescued 
several persons, This unselfish and humane act of his deserves every praise. 
At 11 o’clock’on the morning, after the accident, Rai Amritalal Mukherjee 
Bahadur, the Magistrate of Birbhum, came to the scene of disaster accompanied 
by a doctor; but we do not know why he left the place just an hour after. 
It is estimated that about 200 to 300 have lost their lives. Many people think 
that the accident was due to some defect of the bridge, which must have been 
badly made. Everybody knows how furious the rivers in the Harl country, and 
the north Bengal become when they are in flood during the rains, This 
disaster would not perhaps have taken place if the bridge had been made strong 
enough to withstand such floods. Is any such thing mentioned in the 
report which have been submitted to the Goverment? The river had been 
in high flood before the accident took place; and so the Railway authorities 
should have posted two signallers, one on either side of the bridge. This, 
however, has not been done; and yet in the report sent to the Government 
it has been stated that no one can be blamed for the disaster. Well, it is 
as the well-known song has it, it is nobody’s fault, but we are being drowned 
in the water we have dug out ourselves.” 5 


In another paragraph the paper refers to a letter which appeared in a 
recent issue of the Bengalee finding fault with the manner in which the 
enquiry into the disaster was conducted, taking exception to the absence 
of the District Magistrate and the Superintendent of Police from the 
enquiry, and throwing doubt upon the statement made in the report about 
the number of people killed in the accident. The paper requests the 
Government fo order a fresh enquiry into the matter. Another correspondent 
to the Bengalee supports the allegation made by a writer in the Bangavasi 
last. week that a number of villagers tried to stop the train by waving their 
hands and shouting, but the driver paid no heed to their warning. The 
writer in the Bengalee further states that if the gateman who is posted near 
the bridge had not been asleep, he would have been able to discover the 
breach in the bridge and stop the train. In these circumstances, the Bangavasi 
is strongly of opinion that a full enquiry should be made into the affair which 
has led to the loss of so many lives. | ee 0 

58. The Datnik Chandrika [Calcutta] of the 12th July writes 

1 connection with the Panchra disaster: 
mee n a A Bengalee correspondent says that certain 
villagers and others signalled to the driver and the guard of the ill-fated train 
to stop, but they’ were not heeded. The gate-keeper near the bridge might 
well have raised a red flag to warn the train off, or gone over to Dubrajpur 
and wired to Panchra to get the train stopped. Probably the man was asleep 
and he awoke too late to adopt any precautionary measures, Let the com- 

mittee of inquiry inquire into these Le „ 

59. The Midnapur * den ig of the 30th June hopes tbat 

2 3 rn Bengal State Railway authorities 
2 — pe will favourably consider the petitaun of the 
1 Indian station-masters under them to raise their 


thus n Dun nannt. 
July 12th, 1918. 


Mipwarvs Mr, 
June 90th, 1918, 
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drew 60. Referring to the educational eren which the Agent of the Assam- Distric 
July 12th, 1918. 3 Bengal Railway 1 ue. for — children of practic 
Educational grants for, the the European and Anglo-Indian employees of that the me 

| | — * railway, the Bangavasi [Calcutta] of the 12th July | 


| writes:— , 4 
We agree with the remarks made on the subject by our contemporary of 
the Surama , Silchar] and invite the attention of the Chief Commissioner of | 
Assam and the Railway Board to the injustice which has been done to the | 6: 
Indian employees of the railway by depriving them of similar grants, which 
they deserve far more than Europeans and Anglo-Indians, who are much better 
off as regards pay than the Indians. 


Noaxmasi 61. the Noakhali Sammilani [Noakhalij of the 7th July expresses dissatis- 

SaMMILAN!, . ° 

Joly 7,18. | r faction with the recent letter (No. 369, dated the 20th 
neren, Noskhalt June 19 13, from the Secretary to the Government 


of Bengal in the Public Works Department to the 
address of the Noakhali Suhrid Sammilini Sabha, stating that the building of 
any embankment between the town and the river would be a waste of money. 
The people want protection from the possible ravages of a storm wave, and it is 
the duty of Government to ntee them against this danger; if Noakhali 
town, as well as the surrounding country, is submerged by a storm wave, it will 
seriously affect the food-supply of the country 


Cuanc Minn. 62. The Charu Mihir |Mymensingh } of the 8th July publishes a complaint 


e b 4 to the following effect :— : 
, FFP Laangalia is a stream in Tangail, which is the 
drainage channel, the trade route, and the main source of water-supply to men ec 
and cattle in the Kalihati thana of that subdivision. Yet with the assent, pub 
tacit or explicit, of Rani Hemanta Kumari Debi of Pukhuria, the local expre 
zamindar, certain raiyats of Dimukha village are cultivating part of the bed of opm 
this Langalia stream, and thereby helping in its rapid silting up. Will not partit 
Government interfere and put a stop to this, in the interests of trade and of COR 
the public health ? | partil 
Sanstvani, 63. The Sanjivani [Calcutta] of the 10th July writes: | opin. 
“nn 3 Khanpur is a village situated on the Kana 
ue river, which is part of the Eden Canal. Thousands 
of the villagers depend for their water- supply on this Eden Canal and the Kana 
river. ut owing to the neglect of the Government Engineers, no water came Sher 
into the Kana river this year in the months of Chatira and Baishak. After a Pulgr 


good deal of correspondence a smull quantity of water was supplied for drinking 
purposes. But for purposes of cultivation no water was supplied, though 
Talkur, Narainpore and some other villages repeatedly applied for it. These 


gag were not even replied to by any responsible official. It is said that liht 
unless a new sluice-gate is built on the Damodar at a cost of Rs. 40, 000, or so, | om 
no water for purposes of cultivation will any more be supplied to the Kana | — 
river. If this money is found by Government, about 1,000 bighas of land will G 
become cultivable, irrespective of the rainfall. It will immensely add to the I wisi 
prosperity and health of Talkur, Narainpore, Gopalbati and some 100 other days 
villages. In these villages there has been no paddy and straw grown for the OF 1 
past three years because of want of irrigation. prov 
2 mene 642. Muhammad otic" 3 ＋ ae W 2 2 Hiiais li 2 
nnn Calcutta’ of the 11th July, calling on Government | 
% / e + the Narmadia : the 
and Banar khals in the Lohagara and Muhammad- 1 
ur thanes of Jessore. These two khals used to drain away the waters of the Mut 
agar and other öhils in this neighbourhood. But they have silted up of Mu 


late, and this is causing the submergence of parts of the villages of Helancha, 
Pakuria, Atalvi Hat, Ukhali, etc., so that cultivation is suffering and the 
raiyats are in the last stuge of distress. The recent heavy rains have parti- 
cularly aggravated their sufferings, Paddy is selling here at from Rs. 3-2 all! 
to Rs. 3-6 per maund. A maund of rice purchased on credit in Ashar to fav. 
be paid for in Bhadra costs as much as Rs. 5-8. Further delay means an in t. 


interest of 4 annas per rupee extra. Even on such conditions, paddy is not 
tobe had. The Distrirt Board has bee ted! li nd ! d- 
ed that a deposit of Rs, 500 should „ eid bes tele dese ee 


be made. This has been done, but the 


, ees 
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istrict Board has not even acknowledged the money far less done anything 
W ing the three or four months which have elapsed: since then. In 
the meantime, how are the helpless villagers to live ? es 13 


(h)}—General. 


65. Referring to the scheme to split up Midnapore into two distriots, annum. 
. the Sanfivani { Caloutta] of the 10th July writes:— en — 
e ues once anne One of the reasons assigned in favour of the ; 
division is that ina big district a Magistrate cannot mix with the public. 
But Pabna, Bogra and Khulna are very small districts yet can it be said that 
the Magistrates of those districts mix freely with the local people? Do they 
visit the villages in the interior? This theory is utterly untenable. If the 
Magistrate’s duties. in Midnapore are too heavy, let the District Magistrate 
concern himself with police and revenue works, leaving the Additional Magis- 
trate in charge of criminal judicial. work, the District Board, the Jail and 
the Registration Department. : 

The smaller the population of adistrict the more difficult it is for it to 
effect improvements. After all, strength of numbers isa great thing. For 
this reason the Midnapore public object to the division of their district. 

66. The Hablui Matin [Calcutta] of the 12th July says: 

a. Government is determined to partition the 
0 Midnapore district against the wish of its inhabit- 
ants and in disregard of all opposition. In the resolution which has been 
published on the subject the Midnapore public have not even been asked to 
express their opinion as regards the desirability of the partition. Public 
opinion has been invited only as regards the best means of effecting the 5 
partition. Government might well have spared itself the pains of making this 
concession to public opinion. If the people of Midnapore are opposed to the 
partition itis simply an insult to their feelings to ask them to give their 
opinion as to the best means of carrying it out. | 8 
67. The Hablul Matin (Calcutta? of the 10th July hopes that Government Hinten warm, 
Hedjas pilgrim will favourably consider the protests that are being Jon 10th, 1913. 
Cnet ear a made by Mussalmans throughout India against the 
grant of monopoly to Messrs, Turner, Morrison & Uo. to carry Hedjaz 
pilgrims from and to India. The rates of fare of this Company are very high. 
68. The Daily Urdu Habiul Matin [Calcutta] of the 11th July remarks , ioc nis: 
1 that the resolution of the Bombay Government Ir. 
° . : . . July 11th, 1913. 
regarding the Mecca pilgrims has created serious 
misapprehensions in the Moslem mind. They are construing it in an adverse 
light. It is being apprehended that Government intends to prevent large : 
numbers of Moslems from going on a pilgrimage to Mccca. 

It says that this short-sighted and inopportune policy of the Bombay 

Government has created a sense of distrust towards the Imperial Government. 
In connection with this it remarks that, in its opinion, such questions as do 
not merely affect the interests of a single province, should not be left to the 
provincial Governments to decide. It thinks that the action of the Bombay 
Government is ultra vires, the effect of which has been to rouse the feelings of 
the Muhammadans. It draws the attention of the Government of India to 
the various protest meetings which are being held where resolutions are being 
passed and Fatwas are being given. It calls upon the Indian Government to 
interfere and adopt the policy of conciliation, as without it the hearts of the 
Muhammadans will break and this certainly is not a thing tu be desired. 


69. The Basumati (Calcutta) of the 12th July cannot approve of the 
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Hi Nmor Marr, 
Jnly 12th, 1913. 


3 arrangements for Hedjaz pilgrims proposed by the 3 
: é Bombay Government. Government may compel 
all ship-owners to eonform to necessary sanitary rules, but it has no right to 
favour a particular company, like Messrs. Turner, Morrison & Co., as is proposed 
in 8 instance. 
70. The Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 11th July considers it quite unjustiſi- Aran. 
ET able that the authorities of the province of Bites NS 


and Orissa should pay all their attention to Bihar 
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7% Lientenant-Governor of Eastern Bengal and Assam made Shillone du 


headquarters so us to be in touch with Assam. After the re- partition teat 

by Lard Hardinge the Governor has to stay for some months of the year at ant al 

Dacca. And to keep Eastern Bengal in good humour a University is going to withir 

be established at Dacca. But in the provinos of Bihar and Orissa, says the to att 

Hitavadi, we find that Bihar is to have the capital of the province, a High incon 

Court, a University, and everything, while Orissa cannot even “6xpeet to have Carm: 

the Lieatenant-Governor to spend even a short time of the year in any of its 7 

towns. . FVV | oe 
Basomatt, 71. The Basumati [Calcutta], of the 12th July quotes a statement from 
July 12th, 1918. | * the Surama newspaper that legislation is contem- 
; Bamoured coolie-legisiation in plated with a view to preventing timo. expired 
au ooolies in Assam from being employed in the 

villages near the tea · gardens. Indeed, new lands are being farmed out to 

Mirasdars on condition that they do not employ time-expired eoolies“ It is and a 

incredible that Government should make such a one-sided attempt to keep even an im 

time · expired coolies un der the thumb of the planters, Besides, this poliey will 8 
vent the gradual colonization and opening up of the wild tracts on the North- 

Eastern frontier. i eet 0. 8 be, sh Taio | : Lee ) 

1 72. The Basumati [Calcutta] of the lith July appeals to Lord subse 

July Uth, 1m. . Carmichael to take early steps to raise the salaries of in Je 

p ihe salaries of clerks in the the clerks in the offices of Superintending and Execu- of th 

* ee eee tive Engineers in the Public Works Department. havit 

The matter has been hanging fire for a long time. Certaiuly there can be no place 

question more pressing and demanding earlier solution than this which affects a Ka 

the happiness of many humble workers, upon whose satisfaction depends the Mosh 


smooth working of the entire machinery of the department. ‘The Gardiner ! 
Committee's report is already with Government, and there is no reason for an 
further delay in the matter. What is wanted is a practical doubling of the 
existing salaries. Od in : rai 

Senay, 73. Tue Sam) [Calcutta] of the 11th July regrets that the Chamberlain 

auh 119h, 1913. Commission like the Islington Commission does not 

contain a ziagle Bengali member. Neither is there 

pe WL to be any Bengali ‘witness summoned before the 

Chamberlain Commission. These are signs that with thé removal of the capital 
elsewhere the Bengalis have fallen on evil times. teak a 

— 74. Maklej Mandal and three others of Haridrapota; Samta post-office, 
OLEM Hrrajeet, | : ° 5 1 

r 5 Jessore, write to the Moslem Hitaishi [Calcutta] of 

Gee, itargaela Sub-Registry the 11th July to complain of the inconveniences to 

. which 20 having business at the Jhikargacha 

Sub-Registry office are subjected. Communications between the village in 

question and the Sub · Registry office are most defective, and docaments are 

not registered dN when tendered for that purpose. Farther, the Sub- 

Registrar charges a fee of six’ pice on each document registered for aid to the 


The Chamberlain Commission 
and Bengalis, = = 


local school, which in no way benefits the present complainants. ©. 
Py un 76. The Samay (Calcutta } of the 11th. July cordially sympathises with 
ee e e the move lately made by the Government of Bihar L 
808 and Orissa to consult the public as to the means to to th 
stop bogus medical practitioners from carrying on their trades, : 
3 76. The Samay (Calcutta } of the lch July asks the Government of 
= eee, eee India, when it will be called on to send a delegate 


to the International Medical Congress at London 
next month, to depute an Indian medical practioner of standing, along with 
any officer of the Indian Medical Service whom it may choose. Coitainly there 
is no dearth of qualified men among Indians available for this honour. | 
iii 77. The Daintk Chandrika [Calcutta] of the 5th July is quite shocked 
July d. un, ‘Phe Civil Surgeon of Noakbali. to learn from the Amrita Bazar Patrika that the 
.. * Civil Surgeon of Noakhali did not allow the 
Assistant Surgeon to go and see a patient whom he had been treating, although 
on parton nt —4 e of eee N paper thinks it quite ineredible 
, placed can be capab | 4 ) 2 
r pable of such cruelty, and asks the Govern 


P; 
eb on. reg ath 


4 


e een 12th ao finds fault with the pont go 
The Civil Surgeon of Noakhali. issued by the Civil Surgeon prohibiting. the  Assist- 
ant and Sub-Assistant Surgeons under him from having any ‘private practice 
within the local municipal ipa . requiring rc ae obtain his 5 
to attend even very serious and urgent cases. I his Order 18 Causing muct 
Sndonventencs | to the local public, and the paper invites His Excellency Lord 
Carmichael’s attention to it. Pa 25 N 

79. The Daily Urdu Hablul Matin [Calcutta] of the 18th July draws 
a | the attention of the Principal, Medical College, to 

Calcutta Medical College Hos- the case of a poor man who had been sent the 
n Habia Matin office to the Calcutta Medical College 
Hospital. The patient in question had been severely cut and mutilated by 
being caught in the electric machine of the Hablul Matin press. The patient 
was made to wait without being properly attended to for over four hours, 
and after that he was refused admittance in the hospital, The paper demands 
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an immediate inquiry into thia matter. | 3 
80. The Islam Ravi [ Tangail] of the 4th July draws the attention of 
; the Postmaster-General of Bengal to a complaint 
A postal anfhint. itz has received from Munshi Gholam. Nabi, a 
subscriber of this paper, to the effect that the peon of Rangmehal post-office 
in Jessore, out of laziness, fails to deliver to his home at Talbaria, the issues 
of the Islam Ravi despatched to him weekly. It appears that he resents 
having thus to go to an out-of-the-way village as Talbaria every week, a 
place which previously he was rarely called on to visit. And, further; being 


a Kayastha he cherishes a heartfelt hatred for a Moslem newspaper and: its: 


* 


Moslem subscribers. : b ige 5 
81. Oae Ashgar of Palpara, post- office Chau 6 
outta] of the 11th July. 


‘ak to the Moslem Hitais hi [ 

ee to state that, on the 30th December 1912, he 

remitted by money-order No. 45 (through the Kalupur post-office, Bhola 
thana in Bakarganj) the sum of Rs. 5 to Kusbaji Mianji of Palpara (in the 
jurisdiction of the Chaudraganj post-office in Noakhali). The payee not 
ving received the money the remitter made inquiries and found that the 
receipt furnished to him was not genuine. Thereupon the local Postmaster, 
the Divisional Superintendent of Post Offices, and the Postmaster General 
were all appealed to successively for a refund of the. money, but so far 
— success. : = not Government inquire into ** ? The money- 
order receipt and other necessary papers in regard to this case are in the 
pry of the teacher of the Rajapur school, who is subscriber No. 1011 


Ui. Ian 


82. The Jaschar [ Jessore] tof the 5th Jaly writes that it is pi 


July 18th, 1913, 


788 ite 
j, Noakhali, writes 


Ange tps 5 to legislate soon to compel legal practitioners to 

ee Ke King Emperor, = take an oath of allegiance to the King - Emperor. 
ee Why should it be necessary to legislate for a thing 
which is being managed now without any law. Sethi Ot e Rotten 


V.—Prosrzers or THe CRors AND Conp:TION or THE PEOPLE, 


83. The Nihar [ Contai] of the 8th July publishes reports of acute dis- 
Distress in Midnapore. treas caused in different parts of Midnapore: by the 
recent heavy rains, The paddy and jute crops 

have been submerged and the ol rice have rissen to very high figun 
Whole tracts of.country are still under water, and as there is no means for 
g away that water soon there is no chance of any cultivation operations 
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being undertaken soon. The following localities have been particularly 
affected in this way:— : | „„ 5 
1 Pataspur, Bhagwanpur and Nandigram-—Babu Prasanna Kumar Das 
* writes from Pen. that the local paddy and sugarcane crops 
have been utterly destroyed. Many homes, too, are partially under 
water and may ag any day. Suffering is intense in the 
villages of Bajarpur, Jiakhali, Dhankar, Pachri, Kunjapara, Pal- 
para, Dubai, Baruipur, Fatehpur, Udampur, Fazilpur, Sarbham, 
Rambassn, Bamanbar, Aukulbar, Bagdi, Band, Nankar, Gopal- 
bund, Monoharpur, etc., inthe Pataspur and Bhagwanpur thanas. 
(2) From Gumghar pargana in Tamluk a-correspondent reports that a 
plight similar to that of the villages before mentioned has over. 
taken the villages of Muhammadpur, Binodpur, Nilpur, Khari- 
berya, Purushottampur, Kandpasara, a ae Tajpur, Asad- 
talya, Chargalya. Daudput, Priyanagar, Marisdanra, Sriganri, 
Nainan, Jambari, Rainagar, Satgaonbari, Mahes ur, Jhatibanya, 
Boyal, Debipur, Jhanghanto, Krishnagar, Sainbari, Akandbari, 
Amdabad, etc., in the Nandigram thana. Rice is selling here at 7 
seers for a rupee. | ne 5 
(3) From Bhagwanpur thana reports of similar distress have reached us 


from the villages of Bhagwanpur, Kisorpur, Jalamutha, Lashkar- 


pur, Bajarpor, Bahadurpur, Kulborya, Mugberya, ete 


The same paper also reports the prevalence of acute suffering in the 
villages of Dubda, Khagda, Chhatri, Bhatda, Paniparul, Kultikri. Arang, etc. 
in the Contai subdivision. ‘The entire locality is submerged in water and 
houses are in imminent risk of collapsing. There are no roads here and no 
drainage channels to carry out surplus water owing to the negligence of the 
landlords. ‘There is no prospect of cultivation operations being undertaken 
here for the next few months, so acute distress is likely to make itself felt 
soon. Let the Subdivisional Officer of Contai make a personal inquiry and 
take the necessary measures of relief. | gt ee 


VI — MisceLLaNzous, 


84. The Nayak [Calcutta] of the 8th July writes: — 
i ook Want Lord Hardinge is not keeping good health, so 
id „ Ree ee that Sir R. Craddock has come to wield uncon- 
trolled authority. Sir O' Moore Creagh is also ill. The Viceroy, the Com- 


mander-in-chief and the Governor of Bengal are all ill. India is now ruled 


by sick men. Is it proper? 
85. The Nayak [Calcutta] of the 8th July writes that it is folly for us 
Bengalis not to recognize that the Statesman and 


sia? szample of “Trae Nation the Englishman act! the par“ of our best friends 


| when they abuse us, as they frequently do in 
connexion with political movements. Their words of abuse are blessings in dis- 
guise, ‘I’hey try to kill us and thereby prolong our life. They want to keep 
us for ever in humble and inferior rank and that effort of theirs acts as an 


Incentive to us to raise ourselves. Honestly and in outspoken language these 


2 try to point out to us how we are being swept away by the wave of 
uropean civilization, how in trying to imitate our rulers, we are losing our 
national identity. They tell us how if a brass pot and an earthen pot come 
into collision with each other the earthen pot would get smashed. We really 
ought to be grateful to them as candid friends. We say this in all seriousness. 
They dispel our illusions, they point out the limits which we must not cross 
if we are not to bring ruin on ourselves. So they deserve our thanks and 
not curses. | | 0 
There is an idea among some people that these papers represent one phase 
of thought, the conservative one; that there is another phase, the liberal one, 
the ses rare ee, which would grant us ‘self-government and genweally 7. 
to make us happy in all ways. But the point ia that both these sets of people 
are agreed upon the point of upholding British rule intact in India. 11 if 
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‘be the object, is not the conservative line of action preached by these 
mae a — way of obtaining the ultimate than the liberal one? 
ie not the conservative policy more likely to prolong the British ‘ray in India 
than the liberal policy of arming the people and granting them a larger 
measure of political power? After all, these papers set us a fine example. of 
love for their own country, They are always keen on upholding the glory and 
power of their own race unimpaired. They display a spirit. of true nation- 
alism when they resent Lord Carmichael’s having even once donned Bengali 
attire. The lesson the) teach us is that we should abandon politics so-called 
and try to keep up our national individuality, improving our religion and 
education. We are now so much. in love with things English that, without 
judging its merits or demerits, we are always eager to imitate English manners 
and customs in our own daily lives. This is a habit which we must forego. 

86. The Daily Urdu Hablul Matin (Calcutta) of the 11th July has got 
| : an article headed as marginally noted. It dis- 
pot significant viotory of the cusses the question of the three University lecturers, 

nS | and refers to the recent Senate meeting. It says 
that, to speak the truth, if the Muhammadan race wants to remain a livin 
entity it should follow in the footsteps of the peace-loving Bengalis of Bengal, 
who conduct all sorts of agitation for the protection of national rights and 
privileges, and who are well aware that within the bounds of law strong 
comments and criticisms can be made on the Government without committing 
any crime. Just see, that whenever any officer of the Crown does anything 
against law or goes against the sentiments of the people, the Bengali papers at 
once raise a hue and cry. No better example of their success can be pointed 
out than the annulment of the Partition. The very same spirit has also actuated 
the Bengali journals to enlist themselves against the encroachment of the 
Government of India on the rights and privileges enjoyed by the University. 

It invites its Urdu contemporaries fo interest themselves in this matter. 


87. The Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 11th July writes :— | 


„ tak tien We see that some of our Anglo-Indian con- 
899888 temporaries are highly indignant at the fact that 
| His Excellency Lord Carmichael came to the 
dinner, held in his honour at Cooch Bihar, dressed in Bengali costume. The 
think it simply intolerable that the head of a province should be so far 
wanting in decorum as to appear in public wearing the dress of the despicable 
Natives, and so they have vented their spleen upon His Excellency in no 
measured terms. But what is there in His Excellency’s putting on Bengali 
costume that our contemporaries should make so much fuss over it? His 
Excellency did so only out of the kindly feeling he has for Bengalis, and by 
this act he has neither raised the Bengalis to the seventh Heaven nor cast any 
disgrace upon the Whites, So what is the use of raising a storm over it ? 


8:, The Dainił Bharat Mitra (Calcutta) of the 12th July says that the 


| strictures which Lord Sydenham has passed upon 
mann ES — * i the educated classes in India are not true inasmuch 
as there is no foundation for the remark that they are inimical to British rule, 


and that it is through their teaching that young men have become perverted. 


89. Lord Sydenham, writes the Nayak [Calcutta] of the 11th July, is of 
eee opinion that the Indians should pay all their 
attention to social reform, which alone can make 
them great. But do not our rulers get nervous whenever we try to do any 
such thing? Do they not scent politics in every such undertaking? And 
are they not laying the axe at the root of education, which is the only way to 
social reform? Why talk of social reform, when even those of us who go to 
England, become Anglicized in their habits, dress and speech, and eat beef 
and hum, are kept so far away from you? Stick to one course of action and 
‘speak out in plein language, so that we can see what your intentions really 
are and can accommodate ourselves to them. But instead of that you would 
at one time brand orthodox Hinduism as seditious, and at another place 
heterodoxy under an embargo. You would one day twist the Bangavast’s 
neck and on the next deport Krishna Kumar Mitra. Verily, it is very difficult 
to gauge your motives, And all this strikes us dumb with confusion. 
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90. Referring to Lord Lamington’s remark’ in a recent meeting in 
’ 12 mae „London East India — —— 
Lord Lamington on Indias that England will have to undertake the t telage 
* | 0 ©. “@f India so long as India will not be able to stand 
alone and successfully against a powerful foreign invasion, the Aindustign 
[Calcutta] of the 8. ein 1B ee eee e e 
Australia and other British Colonies enjoy self-government although they 
have to depend on England's strong arms for protection against foreign inva- 
sion. Why then cannot India enjoy self-government’ under the same cirenms. 
tances? Again, if the Indians have ever to stand against a foreign enemy in 
a battle-field, they ought to be taught the art of warfare, and the ) 
amongst them onght to be taken in the Indian Army as offices. We b 
that if Lord Lamington wants to suit his conduct to his words, or in other 
words if he honestly believes that the Indians should be given self-government 
in the long run, he will not forget to urge this point on the British Jovernment, 
the British Parliament and the British people- 
91. Al-Hilal [Calcutta] of the 9th July on its entry upon the second year 
ek of its existence, describes how it has grown from its 
ae e. infancy. It says: Al-Hilal is not the name 
merely of a weekly newspaper or collection of interesting cuttings and books, 
but it is a ‘Call’ which summons the nation; it is a movement which wants to 
see revolutions and changes among multitudes.” From the very first day of 
its existence it adopted only one path. It never considered it necessary to 
print on its p such flaring headlines such as Educational, Political,” 
‘ Administrative.” From the very first it made Koran its guide which provided 
light on every subject. : 


' RAJENDRA CHANDRA ‘SASTRI, 
Bengali Translator. 
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LIST OF NATIVE-OWNED ENGLISH NEWSPAPERS RECEIVED ANI DEALT WITH 


BY THE BENGAL INTELLIGENCE BRANCH. 


[As it stood on Ie July 1918.) 


Name, caste and age of Editor. 


No. Name of Publication. Where e Edition. Circulation. 
1 |“ Amrita Basar Patrika | Calcutte Daily eo. | Kali Prasanna Chatarji, age 48, Brahmin | 1,400 a 
3 [„ Bengalee” ... Ditto „ ow — Nath Banarjiand Kali Nath 4,500 

% Hindoo Patriot «>| Ditto „Do. | Sarat Ch. Ray, Kayastha, age 45, years 1,000 
4 | Indian Empire” «| Ditte Weekly . | Shashi Bhushan Mukharji, age 66 years, 3,000 
Hindu, Brahmin. 

6 | ‘Indien Mirror” Ditto Daily „I Satyendra Nath Sen * eve 1,200 

6 [Indian Nation Ditto oo | Weekly . Sailendra Ghosh, Kayastha, age $9 years 800 

7 J Indien World. . Ditto. Do. . Prithvis Ch. Bay fe 800 to 1,000 
8 | ** Mussalman”’ „Ditto „ . „A. Rasul and M. Rahman „ 11,000 to 1.500 
9 eis end Reyyet’’ . Ditto wl ‘Do. „ | Jogesh Chandra Datta, age 62 years ... 850 
10 Telegraph Ditto „„ |= DMs e. | Satyendra Kumar Bau a 1,300 
1] 199 Herald sas | Dacca we} Do. «| Priya Nath Sen . „25000 
12“ East Do. Bi-weekly ...| Banga Oh. Ray ee eee | 300 
18 |“ Caloutta Spectator” ...|Caleutta , Weekly... | Lalit Mohan Ghoml =a 
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IJ. Fonnin Porrnos. 


„China is once more figuring in the newspa as the scene of a 
1 is 9 observes the Bengohee, and the 
3 — e fact will be eagerly seized on by the enemies of 
the East as a confirmation of their pet theory of oriental unfitness for self- 
government. On a close analysis of the scrappy telegrams nothing, however, 
of political importance emerges to point a moral or adorn a tale. The 
so-called revolution seems to be nothing more than a mélée between two military 
factions of the North and the South, The number of troops en may be 


very large—and this need not cause any surprise when it is remembered that 


the country concerned is China—but the journel does not yet discover any- 
_ thing in the news to give the matter a political complexion, Of course the 
fact is there that the most ardent Republicans do not like President Yuan- 
shi-Kai, and his presidentship may any day prove an 7 of discord. Unless 
President Yuan-shi-Kai has turned quite a new leaf in his ideals and activities, 
his opponents cannot be held blameworthy for regarding him as a question- 
able in ee Lr bg politics, Be that as it may, recent events 
have oan that the awakening of China is so truly symptomatic of the moral 
transformation of the people that no party will be allowed to push their 
litical predilections to the point of a menace to real political progress. And 
if anything is needed to inspire the people with a broader view of things, 
there is the example of Sun-yat-Sen, who with truly oriental self-abnegation 
cheerfully allowed Yuan-shi-Kai to reap where he has sown. The path to 
the attainment of a great ideal is not strewn with roses, and even if there 
arise a few more troubles in China, that will not daunt the hearts of those who 
must have fully counted the cost before launching on the march’to progress. 


II.—Home ADMINISTRATION. 
(a)—Police. 


782. The Mussalman is glad to note that in response to public opinion 
a oe as given expression to by the journal on several 
ar rte Punitive police in Jessore occasions, the Government of Bengal has with- 
drawn the punitive police in Jessore and Khulna 
from the Ist instant, and has thus relieved the local people from the burden of 
taxation, under which they were groaning, though an extra force is going to 
be maintained at Government cost for the sake of peace and order, and that 
the Sub-Inspector of the Basirhat thana, who refused to record a first infor- 
mation in a case of theft, has been punished for the dereliction (sie) of his 
duty. Of the three questions that were asked by the Hon’ble Maulvi A. K. 
Fazlul Haq at the last meeting of the Bengal Legislative Council, drawing 
attention to certain articles in the Mussalman, the answers to two are thus very 
satisfactory, but the one abcut the alleged police oppression in the sub- 
division of Kushthia in the district of Nadia is very much disappointing. 
The allegations were very serious, and in the interest of the public further 
enquiry into them is extremely necessary. It is a matter of regret that the 
Government of Bengal thought otherwise. | 
783, The Telegraph is glad to find yee in spite of the croaki of the 
reactionary Anglo-Indian press, msibie police 
Pedersen 3 Mr. Sees Officers are awakening to the ri 3 of 
a seeing a spectre in every bush. The Kishorganj 
bomb, of which so much was sought to be made in certain quarters, has been 
announced by the Central C. I. D. to have been an ordinary cracker without 
any political significance. During the trial of the Barisal conspiracy case, the 
trying Magistrate, Mr. Nelson, read out in Court a threatening letter. As the 
public will perhaps understand readily, the above must have emanated from 


some boyish practical joker rather mischievously inclined. That th 
view is also entertained * the responsible head of the Special — 
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ideas, but it believes them to be a negligible’ quantity, utiwor 


is due more or less to the inéfficiency of the police and the taking ad vantage 


of panio by ‘profesdional:dudmashes to ply théir‘neferious trade. The paper 
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Bengal C. I. D. would appear from the following remark of Mr. Hutch- 
A 9 urt:— Mr. Hutchinson ; „This is. the first instalment of official 
looting (laughter).” Of course, nothing can be further from the papers 


* 


‘wishes than to lull the authorities to a sense of false security ; indeed, it 


7 ‘aor 3 N ent . : a urges 
the adoption of the most stringent measures against law-btedkers and actual 


disturbers of peace; but it heartily welcomes the return of : officialdom 


ortion; ‘The journal does not deny that there may be 


to a sense of prop f does not deny that there may 
young — and there who are perha Nee ee 
SGP brio 


but that 


consideration, True, the number of dakaitis bas much iner 


Department, and 


hopes he will not be. carried way by Teeliüg or be led 
by the representations of inefficient subordinates. © 
784. The Amrita Basar Patrika is gad 


tho- 


(% Working: of the Courts. 


785. The Bengalse has more * once culled 2328 ‘to’ the ee 
a we one ence and expense to which pleaders for the defence 
Wee n e e ee een newspaper — 1 in the Barisal: ease 
have been put, owing tothe diffioulty of finding accommodation, the people of 
Barisal being under the impression that: if they supplied them with quarters, 
they would incur thei:displeasure of Government, “No assumption could be 
more unfounded ; but t, is always. difficult to remeve an unreasonable appre- 
hension, The paper is thankful to learn that the: Publie Prosecutor in the case, 
Mr. Gupta, made an autboritative declaration on behalf of the Government in 
open court, that no one would incur the displeasure of Government by provid- 
ing accommodation to pleaders for the defence, but that, on the contrary; the 
Government was anxious that the defence should have all possible consideration. 
Of course these remarks rg to newspaper reporters as well, who in the 
imagination of some of the Barisal public have been confounded with the 
pleaders for the'defence. - . | 
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conspiracy casé bad to be postponed for two days owing to the illness of an 


attack of dysentery. Now it is a matter of common knowled 

is the “scourge of thé Bengal jails,” die to no other reason but, the e. 
nature of food that is being stpplied. Moreover, complaints had been 
on behalf of the accused that the food that was being supplied was far from 
desirable. Taking all these facts together, it is very urgent. that pope 
arrangements should be made to supply the tinder-trial prisoners with wholesome 
food. Tbe paper knows the relatives of the accused are alwayé anxious to 
supply good food to them. It is not only in the interest of the i801 ers them- 
G but in that of the Stats as well, that better arrangements should be made 
for the accused. The paper mentions ong point. One day's postponement of 
the ‘Barisal conspiracy case means the loss of a sum much over Rs. 1,000 in the 
fees of the counsel’ and ‘his assistants’ alone, There are also other causes of 
Joss due to & postponement. ‘The journal therefore strongly urges the authori- 
ties to improve the conditions in which the under-trial prisoners of the con- 


‘a of common knowle 


apiracy case are made to live at Barisal. 5 e e e 
Tod. From the Resolution on the latest annual report of the management 
een of jails in the United Provinces, published in the 
nha Armaan current local Gazette, writes the Amrita Bazar Pairike, 
it appears that thé problem of how to deal with the juvenile criminal has con- 
tinued: to oceupy the attention of the Lieutenant-Governor. The scheme for 
the introduction of special children’s courts and for special treatment of 
juveniles under arrest has taken definite shape, and a number of proposals 
with regard to its details are under consideration. It is also in e ion, 
provide for the separate incarceration of certain classes of habitual’ juvenile 
offenders by addition to the Bareilly Juvenile Jail. ‘Excellent institution 
though this new jail is; it must be realized that the reclamation of juvenile 
criminals. depends largely on the treatment meted out to the prisoners on their 
release, and. well-meant efforts to reform are often hindered by the attitude 
of ‘suspicion adopted by the police towards released juveniles in common with 
others offenders. At Sir John Hewett's instance, therefore, a circular menioran- 
dum was issued by the Inspector-General of Police, impressing upon all ranks 
of the police force the:necessity for special care in dealing with this class of 
released criminals,:.and directing that: released juveniles must always be 
assumed to have reformed and must not be subjected to surveillance or excep- 
tional treatment until it is satisfactorily proved that they have relapsed into 
orime. The journal thinks a similar circular should be issued by the Govern- 
ment of Bengal. bs eats 


1788. The refusal of the Government of India to abe the Ananda 
gy as ve tas „Mohan College in Mymensingh up te tbe B.A. 
Tha Senos ate Fre „ standard, has produoed universal disappointment all 
over the Presidency, writes the Mussalman, and those directly concerned are 
determined to enter into an agitation to attain their end. Already there have 
been meetings disapproving of the action of the Supreme Government. The 


Government of India has, it seems, understood the situation since, and in 
view of the publication of the letter giving reasons for rejecting the application 
for affiliation one may legitimately come to the conclusion that the Govern- 
ment will soon. climb-down if the matter be persistently pressed, The ques- 
tion whether the Government of India has now any powers to interfere with 
such affairs is another matter, but if the Government of India is to exercise 
any power in this connection the paper has no doubt that the affiliation will 
be sanctioned when the question is reconsidered. To rectify a mistake 
requires moral courage, and the journsl hopes that the Government of India 
has sufficient courage to admit its mistake and rectify it. e pen 


789, The Bengalce learns that the Ananda Mohan College will be granted 
a Ibia. ru affiliation next year on extending the 


buildings and collecting the required sum 


Rs. 50,000. Mr. Hornell, the present Director of Public Instruction; ‘is 
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nsingh, and has given the College Council this assurance in an 
now at Mymensing®, and the Magistrate’ 12 Went Me Horn all col H 2 
have spoken without the authority of the Government, and the journal believes 
E what is at the back of the mind of the Government of Iudia. 
790. The Mussalman observes :—'‘ The recent letter of the Government of 
bs Bengal to the Registrar of the Caloutta University, 
The Government of India and stating that, in order to free the Universities for 
the Caloatta Univermiy. 4 1 work and more efficient control of colleges, 
the Government of India are di to think it desirable (in provinces where 
this is not already the case) to place the B recognition of schools for 
matriculation in the hands of the Local Governments, .etc., is another instance 
of the efforts that are being made to officialize education. Did the Calcutta 
University seek any relief at the hands of Government? Did it ever complain 
that it is unable to bear the heavy burden of the duties imp on it? If not, 
why is there this solicitude for relieving it of some of the duties which it is 
discharging to the general satisfaction of all concerned? r are 

u 


alarmed at this and other recent actions of Government in matters 

and if the Government of India does not stop here and persists in executing its 
recently formulated schemes, we are confident it will confront an agitation 
unparallelled in the history of British India,” 


701. There is a strong rumour afloat, observes the Telegraph, that unless 

| the Government of India modified their dictum re- 
oe garding the appointment of University Lecturers, 

the Hon’ble Vice-Chancellor and most of the Senators would resign as a protest 
against the action and attitude of the Government. Of course, the paper is 
not quite sure about the truth or otherwise of the rumour, but gives it as it 
has got it. And if there be any substratum of truth in it, a worse indictment 
of the Government of India could hardly be conceived. The joarnal sincerely 
hopes that in view of the excitement created by the measure, His Excellency 
the Viceroy would be pleased to look into the whole question from that view- 
point of large-hearted sympathy of which it has had so many proofs, and has 


every confidence in the Viceroy, and believes that he would not end by playing 


into the hands of reactionary officials like Mr. Sharp. Personally the paper 
has nothing to advance against Mr, Sharp, but it believes it does not do him 
any injustice when it says that his militant nature is hardly in keeping with 
the office he holds. The Police, Excise, or the Mili Department would 
have been the branch of the public service which he should have entered, as in 
that case he would have made his mark within a very short time. Be that as it 
may, the journal hopes he will kindly reconsider the whole question. What 
appears to us to be quite anomalous is that while Mr. Sharp and the Govern- 
ment of Jndia are so keen about keeping grown-up young men out of harm’s 
way in matters political, even by means which are open to grave question, 
Mr. Hornell would seem to have brought out such extremely democratic views 
as to hesitate to teach little impressionable boys the blessings of British rule 
and to be prepared to leave them utterly unprotected at the mercy of every 
political pedagogue and Nationalist writer or speaker. It is because of such 
anomalies that the public often fail to understand the drift of present-day 
adm inistration. bps | . 
792. The Bengalee has ventured to sound the warning-note that-the 
‘i educational issues which the Government of India 
; had raised were calculated to plunge the country 
into the throes of an agitation scarcely parallelled in our history. The 
Englishman would not believe the Bengal. The Hare Street journal affected 
to know more of Bengalis than the paper in question did. There are 
signs on all sides of the gathering storm, of the intense feeling which the 
proposals of the Government of India has awakened among the educated 
community. The newspapers swarm with articles concerning the new educa- 
tional policy. The unanimity of sentiment which marked the debate in the 
Senate was an unerring index of the popular feeling. The Senate is by no 
means a strictly representative body; but it voiced the popular sentiment 
‘with unequivocal emphasis. There will be a meeting in the Town Hall on the 
28th instant, to be convened by the Sheriff, But the expression of the populat 


487 
public demonstrations brooks no delay, and in the mean- 


entiment thro ations bro „ and in mean 
— eder meetings are being held in different parts of the town, The 


was set a- rolling by a meeting in College Square, Which has been followe 2 


blic demonstrations held at. on Square and Bhowanipur, the 
re act | under the presidency cf our public-spirited and esteemed townsman, 


Hon'ble Mr. Chakrabartfi. Bhowanipore may, in a manner, be said to be 
= intellectual centre of the educated community of Calcutta. 


798. The Bengalee once again a s to the Hon’ble the Vice-Chancellor 
5 8 c e P and the BP rdioate of the Calcutta University to 
The Government of Indisan¢ move the Government of India to relax the rule of 


a sine 8 a maximum limit of 150 students for each college 
class. It is a pitious sight to see students going about from college to college 
seeking admission but finding none. If the Syndicate was, vested with a 
discretion to relax the rule, this unhappy state of things woyld greatl) 
improve. A few more students for each claes would not make any appreciable 
difference, while it would afford relief to hundreds. The situation is serious, 
and it is a pity that the Government of India isnot here to witness it. The 
problem is not one merely of education. It has a political bearing. © Is 


it wise and expedient to close the doors of the University against hundreds of 


young men and make them dissatisfied with themselves. and all their 
surroundings? „„ 

794. The Indian World asks: Is there still such a thing as the 

| 1 Government of Bengal? If so, where is it? Our 

a educational policy is now guided from Simla; our 


State prosecutions are now sanctioned at Simla; our Universities are controlled 


at the present moment from the Government of India headquarters; and only 
a couple of days ago, an agricultural programme for this province was wired 
to us from the same place. And to cap all, we had to learn from Simla for 
the first time that the recent Mymensingh bomb had nothing to do with 
politics, Our wonder is what is Lord Carmichael doing all this ume? Is he 
still dreaming of provincial autonomy? If he cares to wait and watch, we 
shall have autonomy under his satrapy with a vengeance.” 

795. That India is on the eve of a great agitation no one can dispute, 

, Tid writes the Bengalee, and the paper devoutly prays 

| that it may be averted by the wisdom and moder- 

ation of the Government. The concluding sentences of the telegram are 
curious. In the name of decentralization it is sought to justify the crippling 
of the powers of the University. Decentralization, indeed, when the recom- 
mendations of His Excellency the Governor are set aside and the three 
University Lecturers are held disqualified by the Government of India! Never 
was there a more emphatic assertion of centralized authority, and the truth- 
ful correspondent of the Times tells the British public that the present measures 
are all the result of a policy of decentralization. The paper wishes it had 
seen the beginnings of a policy of decentralization. It is just the other way. 
It is telegrams such as these that mislead the British public. There must 
an antidote to this vile poison. It is true that 9,000 students were examined 
for the Matriculation this year by the Calcutta University. But the Univer- 
sity of Paris examines more than 11,000 students, and there are other conti- 
nental Universities which can show even a larger number. There is not 
indeed the smallest justification for divesting the University of the power of 
control over the schools, on the ground of overwork, The Bihar Colleges 
will soon be withdrawn from the jurisdiction of the Calcutta University; 
Burma will follow suit; a University at Dacca will spring up in the course of 
the next twelve months. 


796. Speaking of anomalies, the Telegraph is reminded of what a reliable 


correspondent wrote to it last week: “ Havi 

. had the privilege of meeting the Hon. Mr. W. W. 
Hornell, our new Director of Public Instruction, about whom you have written 
so kindly more than once, I cau assure you that the whole system of education 
in the Province is likely to undergo a radical change at his hands. I had no 
previous acquaintance with bim; but I was really charmed with his nce 
and the principles he avowed. In spite of the numerous anarchical crimes 
that have been reported,—in spite of the danger to which little boys, who 
- not yet of age to form correct opinions of men and matters, are exposed 

om 


to call for special treatment. He is, indeed, so democratic in views that he 


The new educational policy. 


erent quarters, he does not believe the situation to be grave enough | 
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hope Mr. Hornell would kindly explain this anomaly in obedier 
English principles he avows“ Ihe paper places the communication of its 
correspondent before the Bengal Government in the hope that it would take 
the fj lio into confidence and explain the situation 
707. The Amrita Basar Pairita observes that a Committee was appointed 
. aeational clit. in the spring of the last year, with Sir Theodore 
he new educations’ Polen. às its Chairman and Sir K. G. Gupta as one of 
the members, to enquire into the system of State Technical Scholarships 
established by the Government of India nine years ago. ‘The Uommittee 
issued its report before the last mail left London, arriving at the conclusion 
that Indian students generally get on well at the Universities and technological 
schools. When they go to England with a fair grounding, “a are found to 
be quite up to the average capacity of their classes; but if their course in 
India has not proceeded beyond the Intermediate examanation on the artes 


side or a University Matriculation, they are not in a position to take full 


advantage of the instruction given. The Committee accordingly recommend 
that selected scholars should, as a rule, have read in India up to the standard 
of the B. Sc. or B.A. degree with science, or have obtained an equivalent 
diploma, Secondly, it is urged that wherever possible they should have had 
preliminary practical experience. This is particularly emphasised in the 
— * | 15 2 Who are not to be sent to England in future unless 
they have had at least a year's experience of actual mining operations. 
Another suggestion is that tlie “Local Governments should adopt “4 8 
system in choosing candidates for State scholarships, and that greater regard 
should be had to the individual chosen: than to the industry concerned. One 
important proposal is that. practical training in a business firm should be 
donsidered an integral part of the course in England, and consequently: that 
the period for which the scholarship is tenable should be extended so as to 
cover the time spent in undergoing such training. This period, it is suggested, 
should in future range between three and four years This brings the 
Committee up against the difficulty of finding firms in England who will be 
willing to take Indian students into their establishments. A thoroughly 
organized system is proposed under which a special officer or department of 
the India Office will be charged with the duty of finding suitable openings, 
a second edition, it should seem, of Mr. Mallet's appointment. A list of 
British firms is to be compiled who will be patriotic enough to afford the 
necessary facilities for Indian studerts to obtain practical training, ‘I'he 
Committee do not go so far as to recommend that the giving of Government 
contracts should be conditional upon facilities of this kind being offered to 


young Indians, but it is ry anh ety that some inf ight. ought. to 
bear upon the contracting 7 eee, Nee 


: 1 after orders have been given oat. be 

798. The Amrita Bazar Pairika has received a number of letters from 
be students who have either. passed the Matriculation 
3 12 or I. A. and I. Sc. examinations or have been 
of their best efforts they ha ve no 


found any seats in any: of the local: ‘colleges to prosecute their emdige 


J * 
* « 2 


the prospects before these unfortunate young men are dreary in the extreme 
and sh attract the kind attention of the University authorities. The paper 


whose kind interest. in the welfare 


trusts the present Vice-Chaticellor, % welfare of the 

stadent classes: is well known, will find his way to solve this. great problem 

off of our h . There are two ways 1 themselves 
A eee. 


0 ma : 
to e the removal of the. just grievanoes of the unfortunat 
studente—one is to increase the number of students who under the presst 
University rules are allowed to read in one class’; the other, to give more op par- 
tunities to plucked students to prosecute their studies as 2 — enta, 
It ithout mying that most of the plucked studentes:can very well go on 
with their studies without attending college lectures. 1 Bareitzs, r 

799. The Government of India must now begin to realize the intense %% ue 

e feeling which their new educational. proposals. have ee 
Te e p e d e e the country, writes the Benga les. 

Even the towns in the remote mufassal have been stirred. . They are locking 
forward to the great Town Hall meeting which is to be held on the 28th. 
Tbey are holding protest meetings and electing dele:ates to the Town Hall 
meeting; and this will now go on till the 28th when the whole country, 
assembled in our great historic hall, ‘will voice the sense and the judgment of 
the community. ‘Ihe paper is looking forward to a period of peace, of concord 
and co-operation, This blessed work is interrupted, and the country is about 
to be plunged into the vortex of a great agitation with all the unrest and 
excitement following in its train. The journal wishes to appeal to His 
Excellency the Viceroy to save us from a situation which none would regret 
more than ourselves, but which the action of the Government has rendered 
inevitable. Lord Hardinge has shown that it is a part of tne strength of a 
strong Government to rectify an error, even “a settled fact.” If an error has. 
been committed in tha’ new educational policy of the Government, as the 
comnts eee may we not hope for its correction? | 5 

800. There are several reasons why the new educational policy that is Fa- 
oe oing to be ushered in by the Government of = ns. 

rae N | ndia and that is just now agitating the country 

to its inmost nerves should be protested against by all who have any stake 
in the country and specially in the Presidency of Bengal, observes the Amrita 
Baser Patria. In the first place, the discussion of this polioy has unearthed 
some most vital constitutional issues that affect the fate of the Presidency. 
The paper means the jurisdiction of the Imperial Government over the Local 
Government in all matters of internal concern. This jurisdiction has already 
been roundly questioned; and that on the most cogent legal grounds, in con- 
nexion with the interference by the Imperial Education Department. with the 
authority of the Local Government and the Calcutta University: in the matter 
of 3 University Lecturers. Who knows that the same interfering 

d may not be stretched again in other internal matters on which the Local 
Government ought: to have the final say? To-day it is the University, 
to-morrow it may be village sanitation, the nest day it may be local self- 
government (and so on and on that may come in for its share of unmerited 
interference from above. In this manner the Presidency may eventually be 
deprived of the benefits of having a sympathetic, liberal · minded local Governor 
like Lord ‘Carmichael. It is indeed a sad irony of fate that the body that flew 
away toa neutral zone from the public opinion of Bengal, leaving her to 
stow in her own pan; should be so zealous in hurling its shafts. mercilessly at 
her from its insular’ coign of vantage. However, now that the question has 
been 80 pointedly: brought before public attention in connezion with the new- 
fangled educational policy, the public should not rest satisfied unless it is 
satisfactorily and conclusively set at rest. And let the Calcutta University 
do ita duty manfully at ‘this juncture. In the second place, apart from the 
constitutional issues involved, repeated blows dealt at the (laleutta 
University are bound to crush it out of all existence, than which no graver 
calamity. can be concerved, It Means not only the disappearance of one of 
the few institutions that still retain some sémblance of popular control, but, 
a is far worse, the complete officialization or rather civilianization of the 
whole education of the province. The journal has shown repeatedly the 
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th Which this threatened civilianization of the Eduoation Depart partment 
2 the Town Hall meeting that is going to be held on the 
gers 1 and 


rominently before the publio eye. It should also be pointed out that the 
overnment of India, in so far as it is going to maim and cripple the Calcutta 
University for no fault of the latter, is, no doubt unconsciously, acting as an 
unnatural parent. The Calcutta University is its own creation. And ever 
since ita birth it never proved. a disobedient or refractory child. It faithfully 


da 
are big, and ho 


obeyed its dictates for semi-officializing itself in 1904, und it is, in spite of its 


having attained majority 3, ago, strictly walking in the path. chalked 


out for it with an excess of obedience which is typically oriental. + +f 
801. It is quite clear from the meetings which are being held all. over 
the province that the heart of, the country has 
The new educational policy. been stirred by the new educational policy of the 
Government of India, writes the HBengalss. Not a day passes when the 
paper has not to report the proceedings of some public meeting or other 
voicing the universal sense of protest and alarm; and the feeling is shared 
by Hindus and Muhammadans alike. Dacca, the secon capital of the province 
with a large Muhammadan population, held a well-attended meeting on Tuésday 
last at which the public expressed their protest against the policy of the 
Government of India to transfer the power of recognition of schools to 
Government and the substitution of the School Final for the Matriculation. 
In. view of the influx of students and the refusal on the part of the colle 
authorities to admit them, the meeting deprecated the interference of 
Government of India with the legislative function of the Calcutta University 
in the admission of a suitable number of students in the various classes of the 
colleges, as also in the selection of l lecturers. It was a notable 
feature of the proceedings that some Muhammadan delegates were appointed 
to represent the Dacca public at the Town Hall meeting. It is a pity that 
the erer ok India is 1 at Simla. If it had been in touch with 
local opinion the new educational policy would long ago have been abandoned 
or modified And because the Government stands isolated and apart, it should 
not interfere with provincial questions of vital moment which excite intense 
popular feeling. | 


802. The Amrita Bazar Pairkia has, on more than one occasion, referred 
: to the nature of the text books prescribed for the 
a. eee used in the Seoom- lower classes of the Secondary Schools in our 
28 ö Province. The text-books are similar in the 


Primary and Middle Schools and the lower stages in the Secondary Schools. 


The course of studies is settled by the Department, but the selection of text- 
books rests in a great degree on the recommendations of the Text-book Com- 
mittee. A good part of the blame for the abuses in this matter, therefore, 
attaches to the Text-book Committee. This Committee is a close, secret body, 
who prefer darkness to light, and therefore to whose deliberation the public 
have no access What wonder then if deliberations conducted in this way do 
not inspire public confidence! There are no definite rules for membership and 
it never expires except by death or resignation. If once a person is able to 
‘get into the Committee he continues to be there. It will be interesting to get 
a return of the members and the period of their tenure of office. The paper 
understands that most uf the members have been holding it for the last seven 
or eight years, This is an extremely defective arrangement which cannot: but 
lead to abuse. Various reports often reach our ears, but we cannot attach any 
value to them without good.evidence. The system is at fault and has to be 
modified. Membership of this Committee should be for a fixed term of years, 
say three or four years, and life-membership ought to be done away with. 
And, what is more important, sufficient publicity ought to be given to its pro- 
ceedings, and its decisions should be subjected to public criticism. :, There is no 
reason why the principal schools and colleges should not have some voice in 
the selection of members. The journal hopes Mr. Hornell will take urgent 
steps for reforming the constitution of the Text-book. Committee, There are 
serious complaints against this body and their procedure. f b 
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| | Bera / 
„ The full text of the Morison Committee’s re rt furnishes | pleasant 
1 5 reading to the Indian public and carries hope for 
The Morison Committees report.’ its industrial future so far as it * 4 
the aptitude and ability of the people, observes the Bengals. The eln 
of the Indian intellect has been established beyond any doubt. It has w 
the blue ribbons of the British Universities, and the Morison Committee's 
report bears eloquent testimony to its power to acquire the highest manu- 
facturing still. The Committee,” says the Statesman, found that, as a 
class, the Indian students were well spoken of at educational centres, The 
reports on their ability were also favourable. Some of the students are 
described as men of marked capacity who have earned.very high praise from 
their professors. One Government scholar, the Committee were informed, 
was not only the ablest Indian student who had ever entered the textile 
department of the Manchester School, but ‘ easily the first in his year.” The 
paper hopes this appreciation will not fill our student community with false 
pride, but only set them on the way to realise their highest possibilities. It 
also ought.to overcome the shyness of Indian capital and make it anxious 
to harness to its service this trained ability, the want of which is not 
infrequently urged as an excuse for its idleness or faltering investment. For, 
unless the people and the Government can usefully employ this technological 
knowledge and skill, it will either rust in disuse or be ridiculously out of place 
in a magisterial chair or struggle to death in ill-financed enterprises. So, 
when the students are doing their part so excellently well, it behoves both 
the Government and the people to hold out to them that prospect in life which 
alone will maintain the keenness of their intellect and skill. It is also 
encouraging to learn that the students experience no difficulty in securing 
the necessary educational facilities, as the Committee testifies to the absence 
of all racial prejudice among the people with whom their lot is cast. Indians, 
according to the report of the Committee, do not form a class apart, but have 
merged in the general body of students and appear to live quiet, industrious, 
happy lives. The evidence of Professor Lodge before the Public Services 
Commission made us a little diffident about this matter, but the prejudice 
he hinted at is perhaps confined to the Scottish Universities. The journal 
finds some reference in the report to the reluctance of our technical scholars 
to perform duties which they regard as menial. The observation is hardly 


in keeping with the splendid account which they are said to have generally | 


given of themselves. However, it appeals to young Indians not to labour 
under that false self-respect which grudges any work that forms an essential 
part of their practical training. After all, the Morison Committee’s report 
clears the air of many unfounded impressions as to the industrial ineptitude 


of young men and affords a solid ground for building hopes of industrial 


prosperity. If capital can co-operate with this trained intelligence, it is not 
too much to hope that India will, within a reasonable distance of time, be 
an industrially self-sufficient country. 


(4)— General. 


804. It was certainly . eee duty on ve part of the Amrita Bazar 
airita to have to take strong exception, in i 
Kael. Sydenpem on India, issue of 18th July 1913, to the 3 of ‘Lord 
Sydenham at a meeting of the Northbrook Society held on the 10th instant to 
welcome him; but the journal’s excuse was that as a veteran statesman, having 
five years’ experience as Governor of an important Indian Province, he was 
not expected to have used any expression which was not sober. He talked 
of “ the amazing growth in the prosperity of India”; but if this were really 
the case, one seasou’s failure of crops would not bring actual famine or severe 
scarcity in the country. A people whose average income per head, accordin 
to official estimate, is Rs. 27 per annum, cancertainly never be said to have 
made amazing” progress in prosperity. In spite of bumper harvests gather- 
ed guccessively for three or four years, the prices of food grains have gone on 
increasing till something like famine is now prevailing in every Indian house- 
hold: Surely this does not prove the alleged growing wealth of the country. 
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The paper is in perfect accord with Lord Sydenham when he condemns the 


late silly and wicked movement among an infinitesimally small and obscure _ 


ection of the community ; but he indulged in exaggerated langt when he 
3 them influential” He should have also told his audience that the 
mischievous activities of the authors of the movement in question were, if not 
solely, but in a large measure, connected with the increasing poverty of the 

— and their utter helplessness in keeping their bodies and souls together. 


Fad Sydenham showed his further want of foresight and liberal instincts when 
he characterised political agitation in this country as useless and dangerous.“ 


Such agitation, on the other hand, when b 
not only not “ useless and dangerous,” but very useful and n for good 
government of the country. The paper freely and gratefully acknowledges 
the claim of Lord Sydenham that the rulers have “ brought the light of Western 
learning” to the people of India. But, in fairness, he should have admitted 
that alorg with“ the light of learning” they owe the darkness of anar- 
chism to the West also. : 


805. The Mussalman writes that the demolition of a portion of the 
mosque in the Machhli Bazar, Cawnpore, by the 
local authorities in connection with the new sanitary 

road, has caused a consternation throughout the 

country. Ifthe sacred places of the Moslems are to be demolished in this 
fashion and if their religious feelings are to be respected in this manner, the 
paper does not know what else will not be ible for the overzealous section 
of the officials, In the present case the local authorities are said to be of 
opinion that the portion of the mosque demolished was not an integral part of 
the sacred building. but the Muhammadans who are the best judges in a matter 
like this hold a different view. Itisa pity that the District Magistrate of 

Cawnpore should have thought it proper and advisable to have caused the demo- 

lition of the sacred building with the help of armed police with fixed bayonets, 

and thus by overawing the local Muhammadans. This show of force was most 

ill advised, impolitic and irritating. Officials like Mr. H. G. 8. Tyler do not 

probably understand what an imount of mischief they are doing, though it 

may be quite unwittingly. The other day the Deputy Superintendent of 

Police, Hooghly, asked, at the instance of the District Magistrate, the Muham- 

madan inhabitants of certain villages in the district to establish their right to 

kill cows on the occasion of the Id-uz-zoha in a civil court. If such an elemen- 
tary right is to be established by having recourse to the law, then will not the 
consequence be serious? The journal fails to see why some officials are so 
determined to ride roughshod over the religious feelings and susceptibilities of 
the Muhammadans, What are things coming to? The situation is serious, 
and the paper begs to invite the serious attention of the Government of India 
to it, in the hope that in the interests of both the Government and the people 
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Demolition of a portion of a 
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the Imperial Government will take vigorous steps to prevent the repetition of 


the vagaries of overzealous officials who are at the root of the unrest that some- 
times prevails in the country. 


806. The Amrita Bazar Pairika begs to draw again the kind attention 


of His Excellency the Viceroy to a matter affecting 
of paid clerks in Governwent no less than one thousand Government employees. 
; We refer to the question of revision of the pay of 

clerks belonging to the office of the Accountant-General, Post and Telegraphs, 
and the offices subordinate to him. The paper dealt with the matter in its 
issue of 7th April last, and in previous issues, wherein it showed that their 
condition was pitiable, and that nothing had been done to better their prospects. 
They have been memorializing since 1900, bringing their complaints to the 
notice of the Government, which was pleased in 1912 to assure them in the 
Supreme Council that their case would be considered. But since then more 
than a year has elapsed, and though they sent several tele raphic reminders 
to the Hon’blé Member, Sir G. F. Wilson, and to Lord Hardinge in May last, 
the matter stands Just where it stood before. These poor clerks mangge 
2 ois oe sang We- and i 1g Wa rg with the scanty pay they draw, but 

redress has so lon en but a i | i this in th 
face of the fact that their E L 


brethren in several other departments have 
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allowed increase of pay owing to the abnormal rise in the price of food- 
poe yas arcing smi of life. It may be noted here that two more 
offices were deprived of the benefit, namely, (1) Telegraph Branch under 
- Accountant-Gerieral, Post Office and Telegraphs, since amalgamated, . and <2 
Paper Currency office. The former has since then got permanent relief an 
the latter got a temporary one to be enjoyed so long as the case is not settled 
finally. | 


807. The Indian Empire writes: The Government, having served its 
3 yarpose of cleansing many unpleasant (we shall 
The next Vice-Ohancellor. = not say dirty) works through Sir Asutosh, is goi 
to throw him aside and appointing one of its English officials of the Educations 
Department as his successor. We shall have ample opportunity of examining 
the services he had rendered to the country as head of the Educational Insti- 
tution of Bengal. In the meantime we are concerned as to the fate of our 
University if it were controlled by an English official. Already the names 
of Messrs. Nathan and Archibald are mentioned in this connection as one of 
them to become the worthy successor of Sir Asutosh. As regards Mr. Nathan, 
the people of Bengal will not tamely endorse such nomination, judging by 
the indignant feelings it excited when he was appointed as the President of 
the late Dacca University Commission. There was a storm of protests from 
all sections of the Indian community. The selection of Mr. Archibald will 
be resented too in greater volume by the Indian populace, because his nomina- 
tion will be worse than worthless. We do not understand why the post cannot 
be filled up by one of the Judges of the High Court or a leading member of the 
Indian community as has hitherto been the custom all along??? 


808. Mr. K. B. Dutta estimates the annual recurring ch of the 
partition of the Midnapore district at a lakh and - 
a-half, writes the Bengalee. There is of course the 
risk of the estimate being exceeded. But whether it is a lakh and-a-half a 

ear or whether it be two lakhs a year, the cost is one that is not to be over- 


The Midnapore partition. 


ooked. Further, there will be the initial cost of buildings, eto, necessary to 


set up a new district which must come to a few lakhs. And here the expendi- 
ture has a 1 to swell beyond the estimates. When the partition of 
Bengal was carried out, we were assured that the capital charge would be 
about twenty lakhs, It was nearly a crore. The risk of a heavy financial 
outlay has to be faced if the partition of the Midnapore district is carried out. 
The paper asks: “Is the partition more urgent or are the sanitary needs of 
the district more pressing, which would save human lives from preventible 
death and scatter the blessings of happiness and contentment among the 
people? Which is to be preferred from the humanitarian and even the 
Imperial point of view? If a plebiscite were taken, we know what the popular 
verdict would be. We know also what the dictum of true statesmansbip should 
be. The water-supply is a pressing problem fur the whole of the Midnapore 
district. But are the needed funds forthcoming ? Would it not be better if 
the partition were postponed, and sanitation taken up in right earnest ? 
Sanitation first and foremost; all other considerations next. For the savin 
of human life from preventible death is the first and foremost duty of civilised 
Governments, and to that duty we appeal to His Excellency Lord Carmichael 
to apply the energies and the resources of his Government, and thus win the 
love and the gratitude of the people committed to his care.” 


809. The Bengalee pairs * * 5 pers statements made 
regarding Mr. Beatson-Bell, Commissioner of the 

= 1 8 0 2 85 _ Dacca Division, by its Special Reporter at Barisal. 

Mr. Bell presided at the Annual Prize Day of the Madaripur High School. It is 
alleged that he hy “¥ the song that was being sung at the meeting, because 
the author was Mr. Rabindra Nath Tagore, secondly he refused to be garlanded 
by the boys, and lastly took ets gg to the Life of Swami Vivekananda” 
being included among the prize books, The paper hopes its correspondent has 
been misinformed. Mr. Beatson-Bell is a man of generous impulses, and we 
should be very sorry if these things were true of a man like him. But assum- 
ing that our Special Reporter has been correctly informed, it seems absurd and 
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even to object to one of Rabindra Nath’s songe pene ee ing on a prise 
day. seed has 2 Mr. Tagore been hailed by His Excellency the ; liceroy as 
the poet-laureate of Asia, and has not the religious and spiritual inspiratio 
which breathes or his been the theme of admiration by the best 
minds of the United Kingdom ? With regard to Mr. Bell’s objection to being 
garlanded by the boys, that is a purely per a 
that Viceroys and Governors rejoice at this floral tribute, The journal is 
surprised that anyone outside the office of the Englishman should take any 
exception to the Life of Swami Vivekananda.” “One of the purest, nobl 
loftiest of souls that ever breathed in this province Swami Vivekananda wil 
stand as a shining light for ages to come, despite what the Englishman and his 
friends may say. He was a high-soaled, religious teacher; but his religious 
reform was of the all-round type, and embraced every sphere of Indian acti- 
vities. Hence the ire and the indignation of the extremists in the Anglo- 
Indian Press.” 


-‘VI—Miscen.ansovs. 


810. The Indian World observes that one finds the newspapers of Bengal 
5 teeming with advertisements of Insurance and 
Provident Provident Societies. Not a very considerable 
| portion of these societies come to grief every year, 
and some of them have recently come before the law Courts to answer some 
dirty charges. Behind these societies is a large army of half-educated, dis- 
ingenuous and irresponsible men who go about from door to door in the 
mufassal and entrap in their meshes thousands of unsophisticated village-folk. 
The paper knows the Government is getting alive to the situation, and before 
another few months expire, the new Indian Companies Act will come into 
operation. But in the meantime is there to be no check to the ruin and mi 


Insurance und 
Societies. 


to which the credulous and unwary villager is subjected by the wiles of the 


promoters of a large number of these societies ? 
811. The report of the ee — bg Road pee gs soy show ve 
| ee 25 the authorities have not y the notes o 
Recent riots in Harrison Bead. warning sounded in sled uarters. The Amrita 
Besar Pairika is credibly informed that the National Chamber of Commerce 
on Monday last, in bringing tothe notice of the Commissioner of Police a 
case of brutal assault which occurred on Monday morning at Mohan Bagan on 
alleged kidnapping, had informed him that the Lidpaoping scare was spreading 
amongst the lower classes of people of the city and requested him to quiet 
the public mind by proclaiming by beat of dram the falsity of the rumour and 
also to arrange for police patrol and extra police arrangements without delay. 
It is unfortunate that in spite of this timely warning so serious a riot as is 
reported to have occurred on Tuesday night in Harrison Road could have at all 
en place. However, it is to be hoped that no precautionary measures 
calculated to ensure a prevention of such hooliganism will now be omitted. 
The journal also hopes all responsible citizens will, try to reassure the public 
mind and explain to the lower and ignorant classes the imaginary and 
unfounded nature of the scare. In the meantime the paper remarks that this 


is not the first time that the goondas of Calcutta seem to have it in their 
power to get the better of the police, a 
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personal matter. But it is known 
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